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COVNTERPOYSON 


AGAINST COVETOVSNES: 


Lvxtr 12.15, 
4 he [aid vnto them, Take heed and beware of 
conetowſneje. 


O better fared it ſometimes with our 
7 Lord himſclfc in his miniſtery , then ir 
& now daily doth with vs his tcru:nts 
& the Miniſters of the Goſpell : and no 
2) better with vs then it did with the Pco- 
phet, Ezck. 33. 31. His auditors fate before him as 
the Lords people, they heard his words , they would 
not dothem, thery hearts ran after their couetouſnc(ſe. 
Such is the dunghilly diſpoſition of many hearets, 
that even then their hearts arc moſt cagetly bent 
vpon their earthly intentions, when Gods Miniſters 
t them off, and to raiſe them 
vp to heauenly eMyetoplations. Ic was tuſt thus with 
an auditour of our Sauiours in this preſent chapter; 
whileſt this bleſſed ſeeds-man , euen the Lord of the 
field himſclfe was committing his ſeed ro the earth, 
behold ſome falles vpon thorme ground. \\hileſt our 
Sauiour was labouring to prepare men for an eter- 
nall, here was one whole heare ran after a temporall 
inheritance, and amidſt our Sautours heauenly , bis 


thoughts are taken vp withan earthly buſtncſſe, Nay 
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2 A Counterpoyſon 1gainft couttouſneſſe. 
he cannnt reſt there neicher; he doth not onely 11d 
e:rthlythines, as they, | hilip.3. but this fore breakes 
out in his lips: for verle,13, Orc of the conipany ſaid, 
Rufter (h-ake to my brother that he dinide the inhers- 
tarcewits m7. thus earthly minded man cannot be 
conan wih thoſe, Excchicl 33.37.to hate his hears 
ruxre, bur that wliichis woiſe, his 1 azue mult rae 
r00; 2ndthatwhich is yet the ſore of ail, even then 
when our Sauiour is employed inthe diſpenſition of 
the word, eucnthenis hethus bo:d with a fawcie 
importunity to trouble and interrupt our Lord in 
this ſacred ſeruice. Howiump and uſt is this fellowes 
faith andreligion with thouſands of our times , who 
will yphold1t for a truth, that a Miniſter may doGod 
berrer ſervice in taking vp quarrels betweene neigh- 
bours, and compoſing differences betweene pariſhio- 
ners,then with all his paines in preaching. This is right 
to call Ch:iſt from druid/ns the word to the diuiding 
an inheritance. Oh maiſter, you might do well to 
cealle this troubleto your ſelte and this great multi- 
tude, to make an end of your Sermon , and to coine 
andenda difference betweene me and my brother; 
you ſhall doa worke of charitic, and a neighbourly 
good office berweene vs , you way ſaue a great deale 
that may otherwiſe be idlely ſpent in Jaw, Ridiculous 
follie! As ito be the ſauing of the purſe were to be 
preferred, were to be regarded, betore the ſauing of 
{oules, 

Well, but what is our Sauiours anſwer 2 His an- 
fweris; | 

C Firſt partzcular,verle 14. He ſaid wnto him. 

CSccondly more generall, viet5. He ſaid unto the. 
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1. His particular anſwer is a perfonall checke to 
ehis mans importunity and demand both : He [za 
unto bims, Man who hath made me 4 Indze and « dinider 
ouer you? And ſohe anſwers not the foole according to 
bu folke, refuſethtogranific him in this his vnſcaſona- 
ble and vnlawftull requeſt, | 

2. His gewerall anfiver is to the whole multitude: 
Ana he ſaid untothem, Take heede and beware of cou. 
rouſneſ7e, verſe 15. And thus our Sautour doth anſwer 


A Counterpoyſou egainſf coneteuſneſſe. I _ 


the foole according to his (o/c, and takes occaſinn by —- 


his follic to teach the whole n.ulkitude wiſedome. 
The roote of this mans folly was couctouſneſle : the 
ſtrong ſauour whereof our Lord ſented in this his vn- 
ſeaſonable requeſt. Chriſt therefore laycth the axe 
to roote of the tree, and ſmirerh at the maine radi- 
call conuption of his heart. Andſo anſwers him not 


according to his De/ire, bur according to his Needs. 


Therein following Gods owne rule, Ezech. 14.4. that 
he that comes to the Prophet with a queſtion, whar 
cuer his queſtion be, ſhould be anſwered not accor- 


ding to his carro(tties, but according to bis nece//rtres; ' 
he muſt be anſwered according to hy Ido!s, he muſt « 


heare roundly and plaincly of that ſin whereof he was 
chiefly guiltie. Thus dealcs the Li rd here. And nor 
onely (o, but of his poyſon makes t 1acle, & preſcribes, 
a bleſſed preſcruatiue againſt that peſtilence where- 
with this n ans heart was infected. Such was hs hap- 
pic handineſle and dexterity, to make euill rhe fe 
and hint of good,and te extraQt heaucnly light out of 
the darkneſle of an earthly heart. 

And thus we ſec in briete how theſe words frame 


and fall in with che body ofthe text. 
A4 


ome ST ST \ <4 


Thc 


4 


7% 


i ht ts Woh 5 A 


aA 

DN 
2; 
I 


4 -- apts 9 IO" P "ay : a MA 
2 CA COamrer poyfo Agar ſs ouetoulneſſe. 
The words themſelues area Caution againſt Cour. 
roulzeJe; inthe which we haue three things conſide- 
rable,. 
\ The marnnrr of the caution. Take heed and be- 
WA4are. 
2, Theobief of it Of couetouſne 7e. 
3. The perſon; warned to beware, And he ſaid 
Itotha, 

1. Thc manzer of this caution licth in the Dup!zca- 
tioa thereof. Tave heed and beware. Not take heede 
alone, nor beware alone, but both take heed, and be- 
w.re, Now what meanes tlits double ſence > mighe 
not afingle ze hauec ſerued the turne? Certainly he 
tharcelleth vs that we muſt be accountant for cuery 
idle word, wouldnot makehimſelte be guilty thereof, 
Somewhat therefore there is in it that the caution is 
doubled; yeanotonly doubled, but in a manner tre- 
bled,in as much as the ſecond word ſeeineth to haue a 
double weight aboue the firſt, p77 & pvadooerts The firſt 
wordemplying an ocular warinefſe, an eye warch, the 
ſecond,an hand watch,akind ofmanuall, ifnot a mar- 
iall and preſidiary guarding ofa mans [clte.Mark,8.15. 
Chriſtgiuinghis Diſciples warning of the leauen of che 
Phariſes, vſeth two words alſo, bur yet thelatrer there 
ſcemeth to be of no greater forcethen the former.Iris 
bur 5g&7%, £xivem. Bur here not onely the word, but the 
weight is doubled, pm x purdrrer tn, Teke heede and 
beware. As ifhe had ſaid, to paraphraſe the text, nor 
ro mend the tranſlation, Watch and ward, nay watch 
and guard, and defend your ſelues from the ſinne of 
couctouſneſſe. Well. What may all this meane now? 

It ſcemes to argue thele particulars, 
nA 


A Commerpoyfon againffcourtouſnefſe. 5 

1. A wondrous ſtrong rmclination in our corrupt 
naturesto this ſtnne. If our affections were not vio- 
lent and head(trong, a ſingle reyne would hauc ſcr- 
ucd ro hauecombed and bricled vs in. If we were not 
eagerly bent thereon , what (hould necde pikes and 
halbards tokeepe vs off 7 

z. Awondrous great ger inthe fine. If itwere 
not a dcepe and a dangerous bog, a tlighter fence 
wight haueſcrued, this double palc igic have bene 


ſpared. Prou. 4. 14.15. yor have an whole heape of 


prohibitions againſt the wayes of wicke:! men: Enter 
pot sn1to the pathaf the wreked , go m9t 73: the way of euill 
mew, enoide Ft, paſſe not by rt,turne | frem t, paſſe away. 
What meanes this frequenr and vehement iteration, 
and incutcation of one and the ſame thing ? It ſerues 
toteach bothour proneneſſe vnto, and the petill in 
thoſe wayes. luſt ſoit is here. Our Saviours vehemen- 
cic in forewarning vs, argues the more then ordinary 
perill ofthis finne. This double caucat argues mote 
then a ſingle danger therein. 

3- A wondrous carefullwatch that we ſhould keepe 
ouer our owne hearts, that atno time they be ouer- 
charged with the couctous cares of this life. Since 
our inclination is ſo great, and the danger no leſſe 
then ir, our watch ſhould be —— to both, 
double and double Some davgers are auoided by 
the bare eſpiall, it is enough &;2» to lee them. Bur here 
not onely eyes, but weapons are required; here we 
muſt p,aa75«r, not onely haue our eyes In our heads, 
bur our weapons in our hands. The danger of the 
ſinne and inclination of our hearts therets being fo 
grear, here iris rue, that 4va4ans atutels ye meek. 

B if 
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p- A Counter poyſon again conttouſneſſe. 
Lithis which is Couble in precepr , were quadiuple in 
praCtiſe,ir were all little and little enough. | 

2. Point;the obretf of the caution. What it is wherof 
we inuſt rake heed and beware : take heed & beware of 
courtou[neſſe. Couetouineſle is the finthen, of which 
our Sautour here forewarneth vs. A finne, I make no 
oucitton but hath oftcn bene witneſlcd againſt in t!:is 
place. Giue me leaucalſe ro adde my tcttimony, that 
fo inthe mouth of many witneſles , yea of 4 cloud of 
wtz2//e5,this truth may ſtand. 

\N'e hauc here thena watchword againſt coue- 
toaſneſle : Take heede and beware of conetouſneſle. 
A {1:1 indeed thatill beſeemes,and in no wife will ſuite 
with the profeſſion ofthe name of Chrtſt, Lex every 
exe that calles pon the name of the Loyd, & vpon whom 
the name of che Lord is called, depart from iniquity, 2, 
4101. 2. 19. bur eſpecially from that c#qgu/tze which 
bath catt vpon riches, otherwiſe Gods good bleſſings, 
the reprochiuil atle of the y-ches of niguitze, Luk. 16. 

Our comuer/a;. ea muſt be as becomes the Goſpel, 
Phil.1.27. Pur how may thatbe done? Heb.13.5. ye 
hauea commenttothattext. Zet your conmrrſation be 
w:thout cour'ouſneſſe, When our conuerſation is with- 
out couetouſnejſe, then is our conuerſation as brcemmeth 
the Ge pell. 

Our conuer/ation? nay our very communtcation 
muſt be tree tromit. Epheſ.5.3. Fornication and all 
wncleanneſ/e, and couctouineſle, /ct it not be once na- 
med amore /t you, as becomes Sarnts, It becomes Saints 
co walke as becomes the Goſpel! ; they then walke as 
bccomes the Goſpell, when both conwerſariox and 
6072148/c4t108 ate tree trom conctouſneſſe, So lpcakes 

Pay! 


A Counter poyſon again}? coretouſneſſe. 7 
Paulof couctouſneſſcas David of idols, Pial, 10.4. 
w:/ not maxe mention of 1:7! names with my 4ips. i 
| the namehow much more ſhould the thing be oct 
ou52Ourewucrſation?our communication? yea Our ve 
ly coritation, ll 1ould bc free from: it, It is the brand of 
tiole brute beaſts that are mage to be taken and Gc- 
ſtroved, of curl-d children,2.Per.2,14+ that they hauc 
therr hearts , and ſo their thoughts exerct/ea ro coue- 
toulneſlc. 

T: ke wea view of all the Saints and ſervams ©. 
God, whole memories, whoſe ; graces, yeaand wh 
finnes are recorded in holy writ; ſee 1 you ca of 
me one of chat bleficd company , that was cucr bie- 
mithed with th.s filth , tac was cuer uctiioed with this 
mire. lndced once XN 924 was overtaken with the loue 
of w:77, never Witi the loue of the wor{d. Ouce Lit 
was twice 2:ctows, neucr conetors. Once Dau! was 
b-forted with the fp, never bewitched with the 
world;*but cuen in the top of the world; happincſlc 
acknowledgerh himſcite a firanger and a pigrine, 1. 
Cliron.29.15. Once Peter denyed ls mailter, bur yet 

it was not the loue of the world (tor he had 4 
that bcforc he denyed his maiſtcr 5 1n torſking all, 
bur the teare ofthe world, that cauſed izum to ſpines 
that finne. Zacch: 148 indeed before his conucrſion had 
bene a couctous pinching prolling publican ; but no 
ſooner duth he take Chriſt by the inand , bur the firſt 
thing he doth is to thake hands with his couctoul- 
neſſe. Chriſtthat hath bid vs beware of it, will much 
more himlelfe take heede and beware of dwelling | IN 
that heart. where-c')ar ſhyne dwels. li-he whip vIos 
this Kone years vithe tcrmple of our hearr, 
p ei +. BY {4 


A Connterpoyſon againſt conttowſneſſe. 
ic will keepe and barre our him for taking any poſleſ- 
ſion there. 

Now what, thinke we, may be the reaſon that theſe 
| forcnamed Scripture Saints, though they had their 0- 
ther both infirmitics and grolle finnes, yer were til! 
free from this > Secmes it not to aduiſe thus much : 
Thar grace andreligion may better ſtand with once- 
acted adulterie, inceſt, and drunkenneſſe, then it can 
with that habituall iniquity of couctouſneſſe? Davids 
adulterie,  oahs drunkenneſle, Lots inceſt, theſe were 
aQuall ſinnes bur once ated, they wereno habituall 
cuils in them. A man way fall inco theſe finnes, and 
yet not be an habituated finner : but a man cannor 

roperly be couetous without an habnuall continned 
euill diſpoſition of the ſoule. Now this 1s a fure rule, 
that grace (may ſtand with ſome aQuall though groſle 
ſinne, being but once ſlipt into (though but one aCtu- 
all fine doth ſhrewdly wound and weaken grace: ) 
but whether grace and a good hcart can ſtand with a 
continued habituall wickedneſle there is the queſtion, 
it ſo be a queſtion, 

Hence haply therefore hath it bene, that diucrſe 
of the Saints of God when they have bene to iuſtifie 
their integritic,and make good their reputation, haue 
eucrmore bene eſpecially carctull ro free themiſclues 
from the imputation of this finne, and/haue ſhaken 
off, not this duſt, but dirt and filth, from off their hands 
and feet Thus Sawxcl in his apologie, 1. Sam. 12. 3. 
So lerem, ler.15.10. 10 is me my mother , thou haft 
borne me 4 contentions man that ſtrineth with the whole 
earth, I hawe neither lent on v{urie,nor men hauc lent to 
me ow vſwrie , yet encryonc doth cnrſe me. Well he 
thought 


A Counterp»yſon aeainſs contronfacye. p 
thought they might hae curſed: him, had be bene 
guilty of that carſcd finne, bart he ſhewts the: worlds 
iniquity by his owne honeſty , and his owne honeſty 
inbcing free from the. fruits of that ſinne of coue- 
ronſnelſe.So Pavl As 20.33. I bane conrted no many 
{ilmer, nor gold per apparell, Now why purge theſe mer 
rather from this then'trom other ſmncs? why purge 
they not from advkery, whoredame, drunkenncde? 
but efpecially, andin a manner from no other then 
couctouſnelfe > Surely becauſe full well they knew, 
that of all other ſinnes chis is rhar which moſt Rtaines 
and blemitheth good report and honeft repuration, 
and ſtandeth in preateſt oppolitionto the life and 
truth of grace. | 

I'or where this finne getteth head, ircateth out the 
heart of grace, by eating all grace our of the heart. 
1bile ſome hane luſted after money, they hane erred from 
the faith.1.Tim.6.10. Nay they baue nor ſtayed there, 
but haue fallen from the faith. 2. Tim. 4. ro, Dem.es 
hath forlaken me, and hath embraced thu preſent 
world. It (fo fares with earthly minds as with the cant} 
in which are the mines of filucr and guld, of all carths 
they are obſerved to be rhe moſt barren; and of all 
hearts ſuch are the moſt ſruitleſſe, the moſt grace- 
leſſe. Therefore inthe parable the cares of this bfe are 
compared to thorwes; thornes choke the good ſeed. 
As well may a man looke for an harueſt in an hedge, 
as for grace in a couctous heart. Theſc covetous de- 
ſires are the ſeuen ill-fauored empty cares that catc 
vp the full and good cares. Theſe are the carerpillers, 
and praſhoppers, the canker and palmer wormes that 


conſume the greencherbe of grace inthe field ofthe 
S2-- heart, 


T  f Courterpoyſoinag hifi cneeaſireſſe. 
heart. Thedauipes of the earth do'not more quenc'! 
tice,cher the lone bt: the earth:datypes grace, Aud 
indeedna wonder'that this fine is ſuch an enemy 
vnto grages: for itis an enemy: vnto , and a ſcorner ot 
che means vierace, the preachinf ofthe word, 1:- 
zek.'; 231 They (it before thte; and they hrave thy words, 
hat they will net do them. \N hat was the realon? 77c;r 
het ranneth after their conctos; s{meſſe, But thar is not 
all, behold yera greater abomination then this. In 
tacherh men not  onely ro difobey, bur todelpiſe an. 
mock? atthe word. luke 16.14.1424 the Phriles al/0 

who were couctous heard thefe thimge, namely our Sa- 
uiours Sermon agatnlt the (crvice of Mammon , and 
what was the luccetle?:_Andthey derided him. Conc. 
rouactſe i5 2profanc finne that feateth a man um the 
charire of peſti]ence,in the {corners pew. 

We find a protubinon, Pro.2 3.6. net tocate of a 
couetous mans bread. A reaſon is lecretly couched 
that! cpithet there giuen him : Eate not the bread 
ofhim that hath anem/eye. He bath an evil eye,wincn 
makes him with a man choackr, when he b19s , much 
200d may itdothim. Such cuill and counerteit wel- 
come ſhould make a man rakelictle pleaſure in rable- 
triendthip and tamiliarity with him. Butyer tizerc 1s a 
greater reafon thenthis,, that ſhould marc vs th Ly ol 
kis Connerſe namcly the feareotthe defiicment of lis 
pitch. Conetoulacſle isa defiling fipne , 'Harke 7. 21, 
24. Theſtscourtoufn:(Jethele come from wilh13, ant ac- 
file che man, Yea io defies, asthatinthat regard wo 
ſhould aueyd ouer. facviliar conuerle with him. And 
DOA rhisground dath Pu! forbid eaups his bread: 
1, Corint:5-ir.: 1f way, man thit ts eadjed's brether be. 
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1 Connterpoyſon againſt conctouſne/ſe. Fi 
CO0L:*t0U5, With ſuch an cient 708 to oxte. 

The wot! would taine hold that doctrine: of oe. 
nll (ines tle ind thong! Popery it lelie which fr it 
batchr that diltnon Co ranke this amongſt rhieir 
moertall ſinnes , vet wouid men taue it but a veniall 
triviall offence. For a man tobe an adults, aforni- 
Catour, | nope 1c World 1s BOY RIOWNELO Nat delpe- 
rate paſſe yet , bur Iinay adoe, tobea (wearer, and a 
drunkard,theleare counted , andindecd they are hey- 
nous abominations. Bur tor amanto be couetous. 
this is ſhghted overas a matter of nothing. Ihe ordi. 
naric language ot the world is, He 1s amanſoinewhat 
with the hardeſt, alittle with thencareſt, alutle tov 
much for the world, bur yer a marvellous honeſt, a 

wondrous good man. Now in good truth iwere it not 
ridiculous to ſay footathicfe? of an adulterer « Wl: 
not then as ridiculous to fay fo of the couertous 2 For 
as honeſt a manas the worki makes him, yet God (ti! 
rankes him amongſt the ggoſt heynous and tran{cen. 
dent tranſpreſſors. Beitdes thole places, Marke 7. 2:. 
22. and Epheſ.5.3.5. conſider theſe two places, 1, 
Cor.5.11.1.Cor.6.9.10. In both which places ye ſhall 
find che couerous in the middelt of the thiong, crow- 
ded vp on both ſides with fermecators, idolaters, ſodo- 
mites, theeues, drunkaras, reuilers, and extortioners. 
God wouldlet vs ſee by his companions with whom 
he ſorts him , what to thinke of his honeſty, Nay yet 
to helpethe marrer, and to let youlee the full honeſty 
of this ſinne, note it, and with horrour note it you 
thac ate guiltie, that the Apoſtle makes it a Symp- 
rone, and figne of a reprobate {enle, Twentie and 
two of wiem are there in all, and this is ſet.inthe fourth 
B 4 place, 


72 A Counter pryſon avaimji couetou(ueſſe. 

place, Rom. 1.29. Wherefore God gaue them ouecr to 4 
reprobate minde. But how appeared it> Being filled 
with all vorightevouſneſle , fornication , wickedneſlc, 
eonztouſneſſe. Thus how light and light ſoeuer this 
ſinne be in the worlds cſteeme, yet behold how 
weightic and ponderous it is inthe ballance and ſcales 
ot the Sanctuary, 

| doubt not but moſt mens tudgements will ſub- 
(cribero this ruth , but conſcience ts not lo ſvone 
wrovghtto obedicnce, and the truth will ſooner be 
confetied then praftiſed; therefore to bring men «© 
the practiſe of tis confelſed cruth , I will comment; 
to your Chriſtian conſiderations theſe three parti. 
culars. | | 

1. #hat conctouſneſle is, 
_ The Danger ot it. C 
3. The Remeazes again(t it. 

I. #bat comtouſneſle is. This is a point ſo much 
theratberto be enquired after, becauſe though a co- 
verous man will acknowledge couctouſneſſe to be a 
finne, yet by no meanes will be acknowledge him- 
ſcl{c to be couerous.So that aman may ſay of the c»n- 
verous man as Luther (peakes of an hypociite, that 
he is cal- monftrum quod cf? ſirapliciter impeccabile, a 
finlefle kind of monfter, that by no meanes will be 
borne downero be guiltie. An adulterer, a drunkard, 
« {weartx, theſe ſinners and fines are caſily diſcouc- 
red; ealily conuinced, rheſc openly weare Satans cog- 
nifance ;-theſe arepalpableimpieries. Bur this, itisa 
fculking inquirtiey Rwill necds be a vertyous vice, 2 
pracions forme, Part hath a phraſe, 1. Theſlal. 2. 5. 
IeyeolreehonreGing olonred conrtorefmeſſe , Or as Gur new 
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A Conmerpoyſen again} couetouſneſſe. 13 
tranſlators, the dlocke of courtouſneſſe. Iris a colouring, 
and acloaking ſi-me.[cisa finne that weares the cloake 
and livery of thrift , prouidence ; good husbandric, 
honeſt care for a mans owne,, without which a man is 
worſe then an infidell. Ir is fit therefore that rhis falſe 
colour and complexion be waſhed off, and that this 
monſtcrbe vncloaked and vncaſed, that his evill fa- 


 voure\), bur naturall lineaments,may appeare. 


There berwo words then in Scripture which ſeeme 
to exprefle the full narure ofthis ſinne. 

1. This word in my text,nauretia 

2. That word of Pauy!, 1.Tim.6. 10,pnegyrple, Love 
of money. | 

1. Soine define ic by the firſt , to bea dcfire of ha- 
uing more. Bur yet with their good Iaues 1 defire to 
hauc ſomewhat more in the definition thereof; for 
euery de(ire of hauing more is not couetouſneſſe, A 
man may pray Agwrs prayer without couctouſneſle. 
A manina low and meane condition, may defirc of 
God with condition to haue his cſtate bettered , and 
yet not be couctous. Others therefore adde, and 
make itto be an inordinate deſire of hauing more , by 
vniuſt and vnlawfull meanes. But that is too tauonra- 
ble, for then ſhouldnone be couctous bur vniuſt get- 
tcrs of goods. A man may be couetous, and yet get 
his goods withour fraud, opprefſion , and colinage. 


Therefore notto trouble you with many , me thinkes Avaritiaefi pi. « 
that of Aruſtine hits the nayleon the head aboue all vel) 942m #at 
others : Couctonſmeſſe i the defare of mire then enough, LE. 

To deſire beyond the nds of ſufficiencie , ro Quideft avar5 


ellc? Pro0: ed 
vitra quam tut- 


ſeeke for more then a may may pray for, Give vs this 
day our datly bread, to ſeeke and labour for {uperflui- sc. 
C tics, 
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Tartu are t6S) this is couerouſnoſſe, A man, I take it - may be 
(et: quz»ran; Tai to haye enough; When he: hath ſuch a portion 
fv:exight natu- and ſufficiencic of theſe-outward ghings, as that he 
_ ds Bn wherewith zo live plentifully , as alſo both to 
modus..»z-/?. traine vp his hberally for the beſt employments , and 
io leauc his liberally according to their callings and 
conditions. Ithinke fucha man may be laid to haue 
cnough ,,;and what is more is of {inne. No ſooner 
doth a man {tcppe ouerthe hedge and pale of ſufficr- 
encie, but he is preſently in the wice,wilde,and bound- 
Icfle champian of couctouſneſſe. 
2. The ſccond word is 51py vpia,the loue of money. 
And thus a man may be couctous in the inordinatc 
loue of that which he hath, though he go not beycnd 
the limits of ſufficiencie. There isa couctoulneſle in 
(crajing , that may be raerefiz,and there is a couc- 
touſnetlc in holding, that may be emazyvgiz, There is 
a couctouineſle in-rapacitze, that comes from a deſire 
of more then enough, There isa couctouſnelle in re- 
nacitic, thatcomes from an immoderate loue of that 
we hauc.Nazwvie hath a large paw to get and gather 
wore then enough. exepyueie,that is like tne man in 
the Goſpell with the withered hand, whoſe f{inewes 
arc ſo ſhrunke vp that he is not able to reach forth 
his hand to any worke of pictie or pitty. The firſt is 
more propetly the rich mans couctouſneſfſe; with the 
lecond may a poore man be couetous. Iam not fo 
preciſe in my diſtin&ion-, burrhar theſe two may be 
confounded; for indeed the firſt cannot be withour 
thelaſt, though itbe poſſible the laſt may be withour 
the firſt. SotiatIlay both theſe together, and we haue 
thc nature ofthis. ſinneQlf # a2 inordirate loue of , and 
e.-1 4 


A Connter poyſon a74in{t conetouſneſje, 15 
4 _ after theſe outward thinrs beyond the beunds of 
(u7 4 Tictencte, Now beltdes the inward, peltilcnr, and ve- 
ntmous nature thereof, there be certaine outward 
ſympromes, in which as in ſo many plague-forcs 1t 
breakes forth and diſcoucrs it (lie, 1hey among 12- 
ny others are thelc: 
1. Thar Toh.3.3r. Hethat w of the earth, is of ek 
er7th, a4 he ſprates of the earth, His breath, like a dy- 
ing wans, is cucr ofa ſtrong earthly ſauour. Hi; lan- 
g0a96 is, Plal. 4. he wiilſnew vs any good ? Corne 
and wine, thecpe and oxen, marketable and mer- 
chantable commodities, areencrmore the ſubict of 
his difcourle. Ic 1s eucr marker , and exchange time 
with him. Scldoine or neuer with the vertuous wo- 
man, Pro. zr. dothhe open his mouth with wiſedome, 
neither is the law of grace in his Lips. That looke as it 
is faidofthe righteous man,Plal. 37.30.31. The mouth 
ef the righteous will ſpeake of wiſedame , and hjs;tonzue 
willtalke of iudgement , for the law of bu God © 17 bi 
heart, (o may it tbe ſaid of the coucrous » His mouth 
will ſpeake of worldlineſſe, and his tongue will talke 
of earthlinetle, for the loue of his god 1s 1n Is hearr, 
There is carth at his heart ,, and ths very breath {mls 
of it. Their Egyptian garlicke which they habe (wal- 
lowed r1;cthin their ſtomackes , and makes them to Nam (6 fact it:- 
belch, and to bring vp a filthy Reking valuvorie f' amn'o 
beat At. —_ wap 
£; He kecpes a court of Faculties i in iis tonkcience, bus extatencam 
he can give hinielfe a D/penſation tobe tree from a- PET 
ny duti- of Gods worſhip and ſeruice, itt þeroſeruc $, tucri q nd de- 
his owneturne, Heisnone of your preciſe Sabbara-tu7, pos +em 
rians. Hz ſcruples notto loſe Sermons , to'aueilyto: ps pn 
| C2 {new 


16 A Counterpoyſon againſt conttouſneſſe. 
thew and cl] his wares as well on the Sabbothas other 
dayes. Itisno trouble to his large conſcience to bar- 
gaine and barter vpon the Sabboth as familiarly as 
vpon any other day.He eſteemes his countrey Church 
cucry whit as greata.conucnience as the Citic Ex- 
change,where he may meete many of his ncighbours, 
and diſpatch many buſineſſes at once without a fur- 
ther trouble:of going to their ſeuerall houſes. 

3. He is ſometimes homo omnium artium, a man of 
many callings and profeſſions , he will haue an iron in 
euery fire,an hand in cuery buſineſſe;, and eucn ouer- 
loads himſelfe with a multicude of employments. 
He will needs be a temporall pluraliſt, will hauc as 
many farmes as he hath fingers, will be a Miniſter and 
a Phyſition,a Citic merchant, and acountrey farmer, 
and fo peſters and clogs himſclfe with a multitude of 
buſineſſe,that he hath bur a little time for ſleepe , and 
none at all for God , but whar his couctouſneſle ro 
ſavc arweluepenny mul will affoord him. 

4. He is ſometimes againe a man rullus art, a 
man of no calling. He gives over his multitude of 
farmes and employments,not out of conſcience, but 
our of adeſire of y_ caſe and ſecurity. For con- 
ſciencethough it forbid encombrance, yet it requires 
employment. But he flies from one ext:came to ano- 
ther, from many callings and employments to none 
atall, and betakes himſelte to a courſe wherein he may 
live with lefle faith and greater ſecurity. From byring 
of farmes he falles to ketting of money , and fo comes 
to be of the nuwber of thoſe men,” ft whom if ten in an 
hundred chance togo to hcaucn, yet an hundred to 
eenarc lureto goto hicll. 

| 2. Thing, 
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2. Thing,the danzer of couctouſheſſe. Ve haue 
here a double caution againſt this finnc. As is the c2u- 
thonfois tie dancer, double. Yea this double caution - 
. Implics taedanyer, if not the double: danger, This 
finne therefore is doubly dangerous. . 
t. In the /mnes it breedes. 
[1 thepn:;ſhments it brings, 
1. Forthe 2x5 it bi-edes. Itis amotheriniquitie, 
thatgiucslitero many a foule finne. Ten Comman- 
dements hath almivity Godgiuenvs, andthis is an 
yniucrſall breach, and breaker of them all. Indeede 
there is no {tnc but it may be ſaid to breake them al], 
for he that breakes one is guiltic of the breach of the 
whole Law, Iimcs 2.10. becauſe one finne doth pre- 
pare and habitsa/ly diſpoſcthe mind to any ſinne, But 
this doth 4f744/y tranſgreſlc them all. Pleaſe you in 
briefe to runne them ouer,and ſee how. 
1. Commandement, Thow ſhalt hane none other 
gods before me. But the couctous Mammoniſt hehath 4c. 
other, and he ſerues other Gods then the God of hea. quir. Quare? 
uen,cuen god: of the carth, gods of mertall, idols of 9ui»teiptum 
filuer, and idols of gold. That as the Prophet col LD 
plaines of the Iewes, Icr.2.28. According to the num- magis adoras 
ber of thy cities are thy gods 8 Tudsh, ſo may we com- ? eden wer 
plaine of the couctous: According to the number of R maior ado- 
his bags,nay of his pence , is the number of his idols. #atio, & vr di- 
Any therefore ao marucll that the Apoſtle, Colo. 3. COON 
5.callscouctouſneſſe :do/atrie, and Epheſ.5.5. the co- cum mags a- 
uctous an idolater. For though helacrifice nor beaſts £ranijne qui 
to his idols, yetthart which is worſe, he ſacrifices his DT add 
foule and himſelfe; and though he fall not downe ag ear” 
vpon his knees and pray notto his ſilucr, yet as the hd 
C 3 profanc 
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profanc Atheiſt hath ſaid lickie heart, There is 119 Go 

{ 1:4. 14. 1:fo the couctons Mamm oniſt ith in = 
heart, Thists my god he ſayetaro a5 weep 2G, Thewu art 
my confidence, lob 31.24. And howſoeuer h1is cour - 
touincſlc ct) one tun orcrand arper labour, more 
dangerous and deſperate aduentures then eucr Go. ; 
requics in his fervice, yer it is willingly and ciicerctu: 
ly obeyed,and obedreice 1s better then [2071/5024 1. Salt. 
15.22: yea it hath both oveazence and ſacrifice. Had. i. 
WR fin 10; Theylacrifice 24:10 thiiy net. His golden 1doil Natl 
no1:22 quod the loue, con [1 ence, tr uf, at ance, and obedience o: 
Heap De bishearty which aretnc tings rhe firlk Commande- 
814, 1294Hure, MICHT C| chies for Grote, The goddeale Pecu”..s 
cocaturco was one of the idols of old heithen Rome , and co. 


Od crus 1s 
Cen. O may. 20) (25 Auguſtine reports) was one ofthe many nai. s 


F 
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Dam Tat ice their 1rterhad Euety Mammoniſt is a profeſior of 


Tn t this paganit}1 religion : if at Icaft it be not wetle ro 
hoc auatitta lo- give VATO m07ey the worthip of God, then VRrto Co 


ui nomeo i: = the name of »20vey. The fond Iraclites made them an 


;t,vrgq ul 
ra 60 id: lot = Egyptians lewels, and then _ about 


guembber De - ay, Th rat 20ds6 Iſrael. Snchacalte, Wh2t {USC 


um, {cd ipfun 
omar tC COUetous ; when he hath ſera ped to gethier tC 


ſimamarevi- worlds teweils hemakes them b15 1do's, Cx {everh in lis 
dcatiur. ()ual.s 
_ vt, Theſe be thy gods, Sinyfoure, £0 Nom LOU 


creo tita rbco- 


logia drber elle OWE oft thy lone, ſervice and affeQionare obcLicnces 
{-pirnit, vbirex Ard fomales ho a erollc and notorious trawal: 


dcorum [ 
ay = au che or eflor of this firſt Law. 


qzim nemol-. 2, Commandement, Tho, [b:lt nit make to thy 
bens CONWPÞ [Ef ANY GYAUEH amage, SC. A commandcment that 


> 
kd. 14: "1,7. ib 


Co6:4. Dei.d.7 o enioyncs the puritic of Gods outward worthip, com. 


L2. mands maintenance, and forbiddeth the Cormuption 


thereot; 
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thereof. Bur in this he is as ſoule as in the former. This 
corruptionof the h:art hath cuer bene that which 
bath vſhered corruptions into Gods Church & wot« 
(hip. Therefore are rheſerwo toyned together, Eſay 
2.6.7: Their land was ſullof incor and gold, ani there 
w.75 020 end of Wicir t1ea/ures: Their land alſo was full 
of icte's, they woi fhippen the worke of their onene hands, 
Itis nr> wonder that couvetcutneſte in the breach of 
theficit, ſhould prepare and make way forthe breach 
of the ſecond Commandement 1n gioffe idulatrie., 
\Vaat made Demretris runne roaring and raving a- 
bout the ſtreets of Evheſus, and crying, Gre: is D:na 
o/tve Epheſians,but mecaly the loue of 21s purſe? 525, 


ve kaow thet by this cra /t we get our g004s,and that cra /t 
brourht in great gaines vntothe craftſmen. It was the 


great zainet.iat inace Diaralogreat, and made hin 
make 1o great anoilc for her, What brought inthe de- 
uice of the hooke with the three teeth, x. Sam, 2.13. 
but this hooking and catching ſinnce of coucrouſneſſe> 

What made the Temple in our Sauiours time a der 
of thecues ? Even that ſinne that made the Prieſts 
theeues, the fame ſinne that made 1445 a rheefe. It 
was the couctoulicſle of the Prieſts that admitted 
the moncy-changers and the oxcn into the Temple. 
They carcd not with what corruption they filled 
Gods houſe, fo that they might thereby fill their owne 


houſes and purſes, Bur this is moſt cleare in the Ro- 


mith Synagogue, which hath hewne our the princi- 
pall pillars of her ſuperſtition out of this rocke of co- 
uctouſneſſe, Purzacory, Iubilees, Indulgences,all thele 
came our of 144.:5 his bag, all coffer and kitchin do- 
Atiines. The duftrine of the Church treaſure in the 

C4 merits 
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merits of ſupererogating Saints , a meere deuice to 
b: ing treaſure into their Church. Maſſes for the dead, 
an invention to bring in maſſes of wealth tothe living. 
Praving {or the dead,a very tricke to prey vpon the li- 
ving.. And what turned the keyes of the Church into 

icklockes, or picke-putſes rather, but their abomina- 

le couvetonſneſſe 2 Egpes of the fame cockatrice, 
brats ofthe{imehag, arc {teeple and temple broke- 
rage, ablolutions tor lolutions, impropriations , ten- 
pound reading ſtipendaries that haue Irfſe learning 
then they hauz huing , facrilegious detention , and 
fraudulcitputloyning ot the Church ſalary. Couc- 
rouſneſſe brought in, and courtouſneſſe holds in 
theſe plague-ſores and borches of the Church. 

It was not for nothing therefore that when the d1- 
uell would hauc wrought our Sauijour to ido/atrie, 
that he ficſt of all laboured to poyſon him with coue- 
rouſnefſe , thinking to make couctouſneſſe his thoo- 
inghorne to idolatrie. He taxes him vp into an high 
mountaine , from thence ſhewerh him all the king- 
doms of the world with the glory ofthem, & all rheſe 
will he giue himit he will fall downe and worſhip kim, 
The diuell kno: yes it is caſte to draw on an heart cor- 
rupted with conetouſnes, tothe moſt corrupt worſhip 
that inay be. And thoug'1 the diuell ſped not with our 

Doroth.dc rits, Saviour, yet with Deas he did, who, if Dorotheus be 
Ke. of any credit, turned from the faith of Chriſt to be an 
1dollPricjt of Theſſalonica. Aﬀoule, a fearcfullfall. Bur 
whence might he take it? Paultels vs,2.Tim.4.10. De- 
mz hath forſaken me, and hath embraced this preſent 
world, How eaſe is it to make him the dinels Prieff, 
that is once Mimmons Chaplaine 2 What religion or 
falſe 


A Conmt erpoyſon ag4inſ} conctouſh Aſſes 21! 
falſe worſhip willnore that man embrace, that bath 
once embraced this world? The world. is like the 
whores of CMidien,with whom no ſooner an 1/7aclite 
can be familiar , buthe ſhall be enticed ro the ſacrifi-' 
ces of the dead,to the ſacrifices of Bas/-Pror. To mar- 
ric the daughter of a ſtrange god isa groſſe tranſgreſſion 
ofthis Law. And ycthow many ſlicke not to wed to 
Canaanites , and ſo.getnot thornes in thcir ſides, bur 
in their conſciences,andall becauſe their hearts are firſk 
wedded to the world? 

3- Commandement , Thouſhat not take the name 
of the Lord thy God invaine. Alas, the couetous man 
thinkes this a veric vaine Commandement.Now fie 
vpon ſuch a preciſeneſſe. What ! may nor a man for 
his aduantage, to put off his commodity , helpe him 
ſelfe now and then with an oath ? He thinketh this 
ncedleſſe ſcrupuloſitie. Nay and yer behold a-worſe 
abomination then this. Paul calleth couctouſneſſe, 
coloured couetouſneſſe, or the cloake of ecurtouſm(ſe, 1. 
Theſſ.2.5. Nowthough in the former Commande- 
ment it ſticketh not for gaine to corrupt religion, yer 
here for aduantage it wil paiat withreligion, and. put 
on areligious cloake or habite. Thus dig the cougrous 
Phariſcs prophane Gods holy name, while they de- 
uoured widdowes houſes vnder the colour of /ong 
prayer,Matth, 23.14. There was couctouſacſlc colow- 
red with religion. Certainly Gods holy name is not 
more abuſed by profane couctouſneſſe, when it muſk 
be made a broker to helpe off baſe commodities, then 
itis by ſceming-religious couctouſneſle,: when men 
vſcreligion for a ſiluer hook, and profeſſe it as the She- 


chemites recciued circumciſion, Gen. 34. 23Shal not 
D their 
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ther Hockes , and their ſubſtance, and all their cattell he 
ors2So; (tall not their cuſtome and their countenance 
be ours? Onely letvs make aſhewoftiheirreligion: for 
this is a waine'principle in. a conerons mans Care- 
chiſme, that gaines ecodlineſſe,r. Tim 6.5. and there- 
forc cares not to. make aſhew of godlzweſſe to bring 
in 759m: that ſo in a' profane ſence he may (ay with 
himtelfe; R_ (pretended) i great g4/ne, Bur ſuch 
with tHe Phariſes ſhallreceio& che greater damnation. 
4. Commandement, Remember thow keepe holy the 
Sabboth ay. The couerous man is of Pharaohs reli- 
gion. Hethinkesreligion maketh men idle. The -=_m 
ple are idle therefore theyerie; Let ws go ſacrifice , ſaith 
Pharaoh, Exod.5. The coucrous man thinketh the 
reſt ofthe Sabboth to be bur idleneſle. Itisa day loft 
_ inawecke, ſeucn weekes and an halfe ina yeare. Oh 
how it grudges the wretch to ſpare God fo much 
time! Therefare they crie, Amos 8.5. When will the_, 
; Sabboth be gone that we may ſeilcorne? Nay he hath nor 
the patience nowro ſtayfo long. He crics not now, 
When will the'Sabborb , bur when will the Sermon be 
done? Couecrouſheſle was modeſt in «4m; his dayes, 
ir would then ſtay markettins till the Sobboth were 
done, It is now growhe more profligate and rmpu- 
dent, and Gafes tmpropriare, as Gods rexths in the ſe- 
cond, fo Gods /eztenthr jn the fourth commande- 
men!. What makes ni4ny keepe their Sabboths in 
their ſaddles; ant! #orfo much as to keepe Sabbatum 
#1144r4m inthe bare refifrom labor, but their couc- 
toufneſte?- Wha is the reaſon tht ivy Lawyers 
chambers dre 'in' Sibborh af ernuoves boiece till rf 
whh Clicots; then many conutic Courcher ware wich 
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people, bur coucrouſnefſſe? This, this is that finne that 
turneth Gods Sabboths into Sebbatum Tyri, the Sab- 
both of Tyrus,Nehe. 13.16. that brought fiſh and all 
wares,zxd ſoldon the Sahboth, Teruſalein was troubled 
with fiſh-merchanrts on the Sabboth. And many 
rownes andcities in this kingdome are troubled with 
flelh-merchants, wine-merchants, alc and beere-mer- 
chants, cup and tap-merchants ; and what breedeth 
thee trouble-townes bur couctouſneſſe 2 He that u 
greeaie of eaine, troubles not onely his ewe houſe, but a 
whole towne,a whole citic. And was it better in thi, 

our honorable Cutie trill your worthy Nehemrrehs 
oppoſed theſe Tyrian Sabbararians, & ſet themſelucs 
xcligiouſly and zcalouſly to the ſupprefſion of Mam- 
monsſolemne ſeruice inthe publike ſhambles , and 
priuate temples of Bacchus ? Now honoured be their 
memories that firſt begun that good worke,. and no 
leſſetheirs that do and thall continue it. What grea- 
ter honour can this renowned Sec, and fatnous Citie 
haue, then in their ioynt. care and zeale to preſerue 
Gods holy Sabboths from thoſe foule profanations 
which couetouſneſle and the loue of filthy lucre hath 
invented? Thoſe Iewes, Amos 8. cried, V\ hen will the 
Sabboth be gone that we may ſell? There was ſoine kinde 
of honeſtic yet in their couctouſneſle : but there is a 
broode now that crie, Vhen will the Sabboth come, 
that we may ſell ale, bcere, and tipling commodiics? 
They long for the Sabborh, nortthat chey might Cl» 
ioy God inthepublike aſſemblics at his Saints , but 
that the ſonnes of Belial may have their aſſemblics, 

and guzzcling Rendevous in their houſes and-cellars. = 
Now compatrc theſinne of «© 4meslits times with ting 
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ſinne of ours,and it is but light in compariſon of ours. 
They broke the Sabboth bur in thought and deſire, 
in word at moſt; but our men grotly profane it by 
making it both Sabbatum Tyri, and Sabbatum Bacehi 
at once, amarketting and a iunketting, aſelling and a 
ſwilling day both. And yetas light as their ſinne was, 
ſee what an heauie threatning is denounced againſt 
them, Am.8.8. Shall not the land tremble for this , and 
euery one mourne that dwels therein? And ſhall the 
land tremble for the lighter , and not much more for 
the heauier ſinne? How great cauſe haue we to beg 
of God togiue all ſuch whom it concerneth / whe- 
ther gouerners ofthe Church , or common wealth } 
zeale and reſolution to maintaine Gods honour in 
this point? that in ſtead of trembling and mowning 
there may be toy and reioycing to all good hearts in 
the flouriſhing of Gods ordinances. Let me adde one 
thing that may adde encouragement to this worke.e- 
hemizh after the report of his care for the Sabboths 
reformation, prayeth on this maner, verſe 22. Remem- 
}, ber mc 0 God concerning thu. Lay Nehemiahs Mecmento 
to Gods Memento, lay Gods commandement & WNe- 
hemiahs prayer together: Remember thou keepe holy 
the Sabboth,ſfaith God; Nehemiah remembers it, and 
ten prayeth, Rexzember me © God. They with com- 
fort and confidence may pray to God to Remember 
them, who with courageand conſcience Remember 
him and his Sabboths. Bur ifwe forget his Sabboths, 
then Ged hath ſworne by the excellencie of Taacob , Surely 
he will newer forget any of theſe workes, Amos 8.7. 

5. Commandement, Honour thy father and thy me- 
her, That which c3tſcs ſpeaketh of Zewi ina good 
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ſence,Deurt.33.9. He ſaid to his father and mother , } 
hae not ſeenchim, may be ſaid ofhim in an ill ſence: 
He hath an cuill, a blinde cyec that willnot ſee, and a 
dcafe care that will not heare, when parents neceſh- 
tics crauereliete and ſuccour. He thinketh it yo tra»ſ- 
greſ/tonto yob father and mother, Pro.28.24. Nay, he 
thinketh it no tranſgreſſion to ſterue father and ino- 
ther. It was the Phariſes divinitie, Matth,15.4.5.6. It 
was no matter how empty the parents bellies were , ſo 
their Corbay were filled : as it fo be the ſmell and 
ſmoke of the ſacrifice were ſufficient to fat them. This 
ſinne was before noted to be aſigne of a reprobate 
ſeace,Rom.1.29. and well it may , for vciſe 3o. ano- 
ther ſtone is, #:thout natural affection. Euen this ſinne 
ſtupifies che bowels of nature, and maketh menden 
char debr which God, and even corrupt nature doth 
call for. Thisis that ſinne that madethe heathen long 
ſince complaine of thoſe vngracious births, that pg;, vic Her 
chought cacir lives roo long from whom they had patrios inquirit 
their liues. 0h, ſaith good Abraham, that 1/mae{'® 32903.0md. 
might liue m thy /ieht. But many a couctous 1/mae! 
ſpeaketh likea profane Eſau, Ohthatthe dayes of my 
farhers mourning were come; not that he would 
mourne,bur onely as hcires vſe to do whoſeteares we tt 
know are growne prouerbiall. 
6. Commandement, Thou ſhalt wet k:{/, But couec- 
touſneſſe is a cur-throare, a bloud-ſucking horſeleech. 
To that height often groweth the thirſt after gold, 
that it makerh men thirſt afrer bloud. One of the Pro- 
phers called Babel, gold-rbirftie Babel. And all that 
know Babel, know her to haue bene no leſſe blood-th:r- 
ftiechen gola-thirfly.Yeaſhe — eaxedfor both, = 2. 
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$.9.Lliis Sa/omonnoteth,Prou.1.11.12.13. Come with 
2's, we will lay waite for bloud , and lie prinuily for the in- 
10:27 without a cauſe, wewill ſwallow them /p aliue 
Lhe aorane, enenvehole 4 thoſe that go dowwne into tne 
nets, wo [hall fende all precious riches, ani fil our houſes 
with Hole, And verſe 19. Sach are the wayes of carry 
one that is greea.c of gaine , he wonldtakte away the (tj: 
o/ the owners thereof, Theretore,Ezek.22.13. Coctou/- 
ne//e and blowd are 10yned together. LAbas will have 
XN aboths vineyard, or he will have his bloud. 7/4: 
was both courterrs and a marthercy, and thereiere a 

zurtherer becauſc courtores, He fold not his maiſter 
{o iwuch out of an hatred ofhim, as otiginally cur of 
che loue of the thiutic peeces. Couetoulneſle 15 a 
bloudy finne, and if the hands be not dcfiled with 
bloud, its the law andnot conſcience that keepeth 
chem cleane. 

7. Commandement, Thouſb1lt not commit adul- 
teric, har licenceth the publike ſtewes at Rome, and 
thole (tyes of curtezans, but the Popes Corban , and 
thc huge reuenew of crownes they bring to the Popes 
purſe? Iris the inordinate deſire afergaine that foun- 
deth that beſtiall abominarion of brothelry. Ir is not 
10 mych theluſt of the fleſh, as the Juſt of the cyes, 
thar cauſeth ſuch to be giuen oucr to that brutith- 
cite. How many violate \ matrimeniall taicth and 
chattiric, and the couenant of their God, allured more 
with the adulterers purſe, then with his perſon 2 How 
many achaſt Danae admitteth an adulterous /upzrry 
defcending ina golden ſhowre 2 How many vnchaſt 
perſons force themlelues ito a ſingle lite mecrly to a- 
goyde the chargesof married condition, and lie 
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frying in the flames of their ovne ſcorching concupi- 
ſence, and ſo do offer vp themfelues vnto 37elech in 
the fice of their burning luſts? 

8. Commandement, Thou ſhalt not ſteale. But as 
the world hath ſtolen his heart from God, fo ſticks 
he not tro ſteale from men. This Commandemenr 
makes him an arrant thecſe. Iudas is called 2 theefe, 
Ioh.12.6.ard why a theefe, burbecauſe he was couc- 
tos > Therefore our Saviour (Mark. 7. 22.) toynes 
thefts and courtouſneiJe ; and Paul, x. Cor. 6.10. joynes 
theeues and conri0s perions together, as neare and 
neighbouring {1n2ers. Faiſe dealing, itisa breach of 
this commandcment, it is a fruite of this ſin. Ier.6.12. 
E ery one is Tiuen tocouttouſneſſe : they all deale falfly. 
O»preſſjon,it is a breach of this commaudement, it is a 
fruite of this ſin. Prou. 28.16. A Prince deſtitute of 
wnderſtanding u a great -oppreſlor, but he that hates 
couctouſneſle /þ4// pro/ong his dayes. See how oppreſ- 
ſion and the hatyed of couetouſp1-/7e are oppoſed. 

Ve have here a whole cro:vd of abominations 
all frbidden in this law, as defrauding, ouerreaching, 
coſiming one another in mutuall commerce, in buy- 
me and ſelling, extortion, incloſures, depopulations, 
{ crixcdge, impropriations, detention of the labou- 
x rs wages, engr: flers , corne-hoorders, thoſe CMer- 
Co OOres 7 BA, calamitatum 6 together with thar 
fo '|c-fangd ſine of vſury , that indeed now bites no 
1» zer, buris ruined Ewenimg wolfe , that fwalloweth 
th. »ones, and leaues not till the morrow, And 
wl:...cc, thinke ye, c:me theſe liters of ſnakes and 
vip.*-? Lo, this is ric dunghtll in which they breed: 
A cu tous heart is the wombe that concewues 
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'them, the mother that giues breath and being tothem 
all. : 
9.Commandement, Thou ſhalt not beare falſe wit- 
nefſe againſt thy neighbour. But as in the former he 
ſcrupled not at falſe dealing ,fo m— in this ſtickes 
he ar falſe accu/ing. Therefore Luk.;; ohn joyncs theſe 
two together, Accuſe noman fallly, and becontent with 
your wazes. Notto be content, is afruite of couc- 
touſneſle; and he that is coucronſly inclined, will nor 
ſicke in hope of gaine, to ſtraine fo farre asa falſe 
accuſation comes to. Flarterers they fin againſt this 
commandement , and couctouſneſle teacheth men 
to flatter. Iude 15, wooſe mouthes ſpeake proud thines, 
hauing mens perſons in aamiration for aduantagze. Co- 
uctouſneſſe makes men flatter in hope of gaine, as 
dogs fawne for cruſts. Knights ofthe Poſt with their 
hackney conſciences , what breeds thoſe helliſh mon- 
ſters but this monſter of couetouſnefſe? What makes 
many Lawyers makeſo little conſcience of pleading 
fora naughtic , or againſt a good cauſe, manifeſt 
tranſgreſſions of this law, but becauſe they ſec their 
Clients come tothem, as Balazks meſſengers to Bu- 
liam with the reward of druination in their hands ? The 
deceit of Balaams wages makes them they care not to 
what Balaakthey do retaine. 

10. Commandement, Thou ſhalt not conet thy neigh- 
bours houſe, 8c. What may a man have that he ca- 
uets not? Were his hands as nimble as his thoughts, 
he muſtlive like another Adm in the world by him- 
ſcltc, no man nearehim , no man with him. He hath 
achimicall heart of his owne. In his wiſhes he tur- 
neth all into gold. He wiſheth the whole carth had 
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bene mines and Indies. He cannot Jooke vpon hca- 
uen, which yet one would thinke might put birp by 


He is iuſtlike the Cardinals of Pope BenediFthe 12. 
who being thereunto moucd, refuſed ro make more 
Cardinals, vnlcſſe he could withall make another 
world for this was ſcarce ſufficient (ſaid he) for his 
Carctaals in preſent being. He could find in his heats 
with © Liexender to weepe heartily that there ate nor, 
and thac he enioyes not inore worlds, 

But eſpecially if we take the aifrrmatine of this 
commandement as ſome, to be Contentment with 
a mans conU!1t;o'2, then 1s tacre no mana more dire 
tranſgri fſorthen is re couctous, who out of a diſcon- 
tent with his owne cat? as not {ufficicnt, enlargeth 
his d<ſt;es as 1:11, ro couct his neighbours houſe, oxe, 
afle, ſcruant, ſubſtance, goods, lands, or whatſoeuer 
cle is his. | 

Thus we ſcethe firſt part of this dan7er , and haue 
found the couetous a tranſgrefſor of eucry of Gods 
lawes.Go now, go lilly foules, and fondly bleſſe your 
ſelues, and thinke your cale good bccauſe you are 
free from the blacke crimes and foule tinnes of the 
world, andthat you haue no other fume, you hope, 
but onely you arc a little couerovs.. None other? 
Thou ncedeſt nor, that artguiltic of it. This is ale- 
minary of all ſinnes,this breakes all Gods lawes. There 
i5 no viſlanie, no impictic , no iniquitic to which this 
may not diſpoſe thine hca:t and hand. Ir.is cafic ro 
make a couctous man an Atheiſt, a Papiſt, a periu- 
rer, a profancr of Gods Sabboths, an iron-boweld 


wretch, a murtherer , ai) adulterer, a rizcele, a falle- 
Wit- 
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his earthly thoughts , but with awiſh it were gold t00. nia putucefſe 
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witneſſe,or wharſoeuer elſe che diuell will. 
2. The{ccond'aavzey followes, andthatis inthe 
; duniſhment which ir brings. 
' Heavie and wofull are thoſe iudgements which 
Gods threatens againſt this {inne. 0 vnto rhens that 
joyne houſe vnto houſe, Ila. 5.8. wo wnto him that in- 
ereaſes that which u not his, Hab.2.6. wowunto him 
that couets an trill couetouſnelſe vnto hu houſe, Hab. 2. 9. 
Sree hows God thunders out woes thicke and three- 
toll againlt rhis finne. Indeed rhe couttous bleſſeth bim- 
ſe!fe,Plal.10.34. butinthe ſame Plalme and verſe, the 
Lord abhorres him. Yea he fo abhorres him , that he 
cuen (mites his hands at him, Ezek.22.13. Ihaue ſmit+ 
tex mine hands at thy difhoneſt gaine_. Yea be fo ab- 
 horreshim,that he not onely twites his hands at him, 
bur ſmites at him with his har ds, 111. 57. i7. For hs 
wicked conetonſneſſe Iam ang: te w thhim, in4baue_s 
ſmitten him, Bucſee wealit'lc in part: ular what thoſe 
puniſhments are wherewith Godſmires him. 

1. God often ſmites him in his bo4y. Tlat hunger, 
and hardſhip , andreſtleſnefle wherewith he wearjes 
and weares out his poore carkafle, is buta whip of his 
owne making, bur God alſo laſhes and ſcourges him 
with bis ſcorpions: Iob.20.20, Surely he ſhall find no 
quietneſſe in his belly. What got Geheer by his rich 

| bootie? The plague of leprofic vpon his bodie, 2. Kin. 
_ 5-27. What got © Aehanby his greatprize? A preat 
heape of ſtones vpon his bodie, Toſh. 7. 26. So B1- 
{am gotalwordin his bowels, and 7,ud.zs an halter a- 
bouthisnecke, the gaines of many a corne-hoorder, 
andthe juſt end of many a wrerched oppreffor, And 

_ what got CAnanias and Sapphiraby their proiee, bur 
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a miſcrable and ſudden end? He that hates courtou/* 
meſſe ſhall prolong his dayes, Prou. 28.16. but theſe had 
their dayes ſhortened for this ftinne. Many a faire day 
might they haue liued, if they had kept.chemſclucs 
free from this foule tiunc. Now let 1udas while he 
ſwings in his halter , boaſt ofhis thirtie peeces. Now 
let Ba/24m boaſt of his wages. The reward of diuina- 
tion was {weete in his eye, but let him rell vs how 
{wcete is the Ilraclites [word tn his bowels. Now Ge- 
bez.igo bleſle thy ſelfe with thy talent of filuer, and 
thy-wo changes of raiment, but yet rell vs whether 
15 better the body or raiment? So tuft itis, that he thar 
will couct Naamans filuer , Naamans raiinent, ſhould 
be clothed , ſhould beplagued wth X aamans le- / 
proſty. | 

2. God ſmites him in his 00ds. And that which 1s 
his god, his heaucn,his happineſſe, God makes a curſe, 
a croſle, aplague vnto him. God plagues hun in his 
goods, either in denying himthe vic, ot in depriuing 
him of the poſlcſhon ot then, 

1. In denying him the vicofthem,Ecclci.6.2. God 
eines him not power to eate thereof. All the vie he hath 
ot his riches, is but to b:ho!d them with his eyes, Ecclel. 
5.}8-. Theplagucotthe Prince of Samaria is vpon 
him, who ſaw great plentie and abundance , bur 
might not taſte of it All the good he hath of his it- 
ches,is but for his eye. His backe and his belly aic oft 
in his greateft abundance pinched and pined; and 
that pleaſure which his cye hath, is bur a miſcrable 

leaſure roo; for the eye rs not ſatisfied with flyer IEC ©. 
cleſ. 4.8. i hey arc but Homines ad metalls aamnati, * 2 ay 
no better then the miſerable Indians, worne out 1n.the 
2 | nincs 
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ns mines vnder Spaniſh tyranny. Their drinke increa- 


paupertatis. Ni (es their thirſt their riches their povertie , their abun- 
- + pang dance their want. Iob.20.22. Jn the fulne/7e of his ſufs 
© crit. fietencte heſh ll be in ſtraits, even in {trairs of want in 
Qu» cr20 plu phe midſt of his fulneſſe. And herein 1s the couetous 
- 0s the moſt miſerable of finners. For other ſinners yer, 


p:r. Qui cv thou7h they loſe the pleaſures ofthe life ro come, yet 


pe 42.0 dothey enioy ſome kinde of pleaſure in this life : but 
Om 0 theconctous,as God willdeprive him of the future, fo 
com v 1-014 {Hedeprives hinifelfe of thepreſent world , and fo cn- 
ha a't s 
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mille cm ca- 2, Bat it may bezthe foole thinkes this no miſery; 
pit Quom aw® G gg therefore depriues him of the poſT"fſon , and 


mille accepe it 


em mags fi: ſtrips him cleane of allhis goods, God hath a worme 
pauper. Nun fo {mite their goards , ne hath wvermne to conlume 
amen their Ifznms gathered and hoorded vp againſt his 
> "OP -: commandement. This fin leauens a mans w hele ſub- 
egcre. vide plur2 {}ance with Gods curſe , which ſhell wake Eis bagges 


| 0-0 1-0 like his deſires, bortorleſſe, and ſo thall all runne our, 


Ka pn onifle lob 20.20.21. He ſhalnot ſaveof that which he deed, 
NE Pea there ſh:ll noncof hu meate be left , therefore [þb..11 no man 
T_T looke for his gooa's. The couct: vs man hath many a 
wenChryo/tz4 ONE that gapes after his goods, but God of en de- 
- agg cciuves and dilappoints them a:ls his gods arc often 
as iwpo- CONC before himſclte. 77: hath [wallowed aowneriches, 
luerss clave, re ſpill vomete them V2? a7ainc, Cod ſhatlcaſt them out 
- - 86 ta of bz belly,Tob 20. 15. Greedy gourinanciziog tren- 


<£<omuagqn Chermen, that ſwallow thetr meate downe whole, and 


avritam yelſh ag newer knowing waen they have enough, Co ſtill 
—— EY lay in and Jay on, do ſo oppreſle their ſtomackes, 
Foupereſt thatnarvre'is faine to ſeeke its owne eaſe by vomi- 
emmaczro*- fing. VV nenimen will berich,and cannot waite Gods 


"NY it, bid. . 
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leiſurely diſtribution, and never know when thcy 
haue enough, but with Behemoth thinke ro draw vp all 
Jordan into their jiawes; they do ſo opprefſe them: 
ſelues, that God piucth their eſtate a vomit, and cau- 
ſeth theſegreedy guts to regurgirate thoſe morſels fo 
rauenorily devoured. F xcellent is thar place, ler, 17, 
It. Heſhilienr hy riches in the middeſt of his dayes, 
Itis a) hcl! r 134: toleaue his riches in the end of his 
dayrs, but God will bring tm early to his hell, He 
hl lem? them in the midie(t of bis aayes. But what 
ſhall become of [iii then 11 the end of his dayes? The 
words foll: W109 telivs, And at hu en1 he ſhall be 4 
vole, God will make b1m apoore man, and a fooke 
beth. He thall llc voth his wealth and his wits ; for 
| whoſe wits would not cracke to loſe his god? God 
is 1uſt, and therefore maketh them a prey vnto others 
who baue preyed vpon others. See Hab.2.6.7. 8. wo 
wnto him = mcreaſeth that which « not his: hovy long? 
and to hins t'.at loadeth himſelfe with thicke clay. Shall 
they not riſe vp ſuddenly that ſhall bite thee? and awake 
that ſhall vexe thee?and thouſhlt be their prey. Becauſe 
thou haſt [Þoiled many nations , allthe remnant of the peo- 
ple ſhall potle thee, God will ſpoile theſe ſpoilers, and he 
w.ch hath bene predo m1n0rw, ſhall himſelte bepreda 
ma:oris,as Auztinelpeaketh. lo pal, ;? 

3. God finiteth him in his mc and children. 

He cares not to depriue himſcite of an inheritance in 
heaven, and all to leaus his children an inheritance 
ON carti:.. What maketh him lay about him? what ma- 
kerh him thus take on ? He is deſirous to raife his 
houſe, co make his children gentlemen , menof place 


andreyard, Bur alas he deceiuerh hiwſelfe, andthe 
3 iue 
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ue befooleth him. As the father was a rich begger, 
ſothe children proue poorc gentlemen. Couctout- 
nefle raiſerth not, bur ruines houſes, Hab. 2.9.10. 
wnto him that coucts an euiil couttouſneſ/e to his houſe. 
For he that is 2rceay of garnerailerh nor, but 2roublc;h 
his houſe. He coucteth an evill couctouſnetle to his 
houſe, that is, by his couctouſneſle be bringeth cuill 
vpon his houſe. But what euill? verſe 10. The haſt con- 
ſuited ſhame tothine owne houſe; not honor, vor great-. 
neſ[e bar /hrmc, cucn the thaine of beggery, aid tic 
ſhare of rvine, anda diſhonorable downetall. Co- 
uerouincſle leaueth the cluldren heircs of acurſe as 
w.ll as of goods,for his goocls air an execrable thing, 
2ccmled goods. The leproiic of . 7 ;a1man Caue nor 
onely to Gebet;, but rohim 14 to 115 ſeed {or eucr, 2 
King.3.27. What got Gerezzes lecd and poſterity by 
cheir fathers couetoulncfle? \Vhat other heredita- 
ments they gotI wornot, ſure Iam they got a filly 
hereditary leprofic. For Gehezics couctoulneſle is his 
ſced plagued with leprofie. For many a couctous fa- 
thers ſigne is his poſterity plagued with beggery. 77c 
hath not power to cate of his owne goods, Eccle(.6.2. I 
but the more he ſpares, the more his child heires. So 
would one thinke indeed, bur yerit proues otherwile; 
tor nor his child, but a ſtrarger eateth thereof. 1 but 
what becomes of his children then ? Either taken a- 
way with fſh-hookes, Amos 4.2.4 fit plague for the 
tathers ſinne; or cl{c,lob 20.10. Hs ch1laren (bill flat- 
rer the poore, See what his gentlemen come to: Tothat 
miſerable baſe beggery thall they come, that they 
ſhall be glad to flatter a mcance man for an almes, and 
faunc vpon a poore man fora cruſt. How ordiyatily 
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is prodigality heire to coucrouſnefſe? and the prodi 
gall hetie ſcattering that in a tew dayes that the coue- 
rous father was gathering many yeares? how quickly 
is he brought to therrouyl >? how ſo@ne brought to 
flatter and faune for huskes and hogs meate ? Oh con- 
fiderthis you thar colour t!15 iniquity with the com-,, = 
plexion of honeſt care tor your children, I intreate pl? 
you as 70h did his wiic, lob 19. 17. cucn for the chil. cigtheſaurs va. 
drens [ate of your owwne 96495 to take heed and beware Vs Fon: taps © 
of couctouſnelle, As you feare the leproſie of Gods ns ARE? 
curſe, and the canker of his vengeance vpon your Filings Me- 
children,ſo take heede of lIcauing them heires of ſuch {#799 Pans 
goods as couctoulncſlc hath ſcraped together. Leaue dzalbarev; quz- 
them heires of ſuch goods as withall they may be 2. ok tilos 
heires of Gods bleſſing. Take heed of tranſmitting o- ;c houmes 
uer torhem ſuch a cankied inheritauce as may difin- quod proprer 
herit them of all. VVere itnot that couctoulneſie ma- poems 
keth mn without naturall zffeEtion, I ſhould hope gcc. curd. 12, 


this argument right prevaile, Faljs mens (er- 
$ . - vo. Hrcelt yor 
4. But yer the worſt daxeer of all is yet behind. It Ee. 
Godinhis patience do foibeare im thele, yet in the rs wquitats, 
A x . - . » ; Pa 5 
fourth place without faile will God Plague him in his es 38, 
ſe . - . «vg 1195 
ſeule. tis aſoule plaguing finne, not onely in regard aubuslabo- 
of the inward tortures and cares wherewithall his rem Ns «toc 
rn” "I a '3j A109 aMaic ich 
ſoulc ts ſo diſtracted, that the abundance of the rich will NG G6 


not ſaffer him to Neepe,Ecclel.5. 82. Nor yet in regard Neo tetalem 
of thie continuall rorment his inſatiable detires pur Prem fertiars 


: 3 ty tt, noo bs 
himrto; whereby heis like a man ficke of the dogged,,',.2..-; 


appctite , eucr in hunger and thirſt without ſfarisfa- hom..z, 
Ction; and his vexationlirtle caſter rhen the rich glur- 
tons in hill, who was cucr ina burning deſire after 
that drop of water which ſhould neucr be granted 
E 4 him. 
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him. Not onely intheſe, but in a farre worſe reſpe&t 
is ita ſaule-plaguing ſinne, in that it excludeth the 
ſoule from God and heaven, Hab. a. 10. Thos haſt [in- 
pcd azainſt thine owne ſoule. \W'bercin? In dilinkeri- 
ting 1t of heauen. Ephel.5,5. The courtors man bath me 
inheritance inthe kingdeme of Chriſt and of Goa. He that 
is thus greedie of inheritance on carth, yet loſcth all 
inheritancein heauen.1.Cour.6.9.10. A»ow ye not that 
the varightcous ſhall nit invert the kingd -1n2? Be not 
decciued; neither theeues , nor couetous ſy, Ul rnheris the 
kinzdome of God. Indeed the coverows bleſſcerh him- 
ſelte,Plal.10.3. and with no Iſt ten rhe hopes of 


aucem prives? heauen, but h- 7s deceruca. For wh it is the Lode of the hy- 
Chryſ0/t. ad Efh . 
h1s.:s, 


*pocrite thouzh he hath gained , when God takes away his 


ſoute? Tob 27.8. How thould this awaken mcn ro rave 
heed and beware? What though thou gaine the whole 
world by thy couerous comes, yet what ſhall it aG- 
uantage thee fo garme the whole world , and to loſe th xc 
owne ſoule> He that purchaſeth the whole world with 
the price and lofle of his ſoule, will find bur a biting & 
a \marting bargaine of it. He muſt needs be a loſcr by 


U 


the bargaine, for he loſeth God,heauen, happineſle,his 


ſoule and himſelfe. Among all thy gaines thou art ſure 
to hauc hell into thy bargaine. What eucr thou gai- 
neſt,Satan wil! beſure to gaine thy foulc. 

Now then, 6thoucouetous man, be pleaſed a lit- 
tle ro looke ouer theſe Items, and ſumme vp thy 
gaines. Axarus (emper in rationibus : A couctous man 
15 much in his counting houſe. Among other thine 
accounts be ſo good as to looke ouer this. /-primis 
by thine oppreſſion, fraudulent and falſe dealing, thou 
haſt gotten ſo many pounds./tem by thine vſury and 
EXcOrtion 


extortion ſo many hundreds. ems by thy bribery (6 
many thouſands. VVell.,what is the witole ſtrmmc? The 
cotalliummeis, thecutiſe of God vpon thy hody, rhe 
cuitc ot God vpon thy gvas, the curſe of God Vpon 
thy chi/aren, the curſe of Gods cternall- vengeance 
vpon thy /oule.Now in good looth, and arenot theſe 
goodly p.1nes? would ticy not {ctany mans teeth on 
watering? Yea but it may be theſe are bur idle fcar- 
crowes, the fieyments of Preachers idlc braines. No. 
no: Godhathſworne twice in one prophecy , Amos 
4.2. Amos.8.7.t0 make them good. Godcan no more 
be forfwornethen he can ceaſle to be God. It he do 
forbcare the infliction of the temporall plagues, yet 
ſhaliitbe abundantly recompenced in the heany 
weight of cternall torment. 

And thus haue we ſeene the double danger of this 
ſfinne, which may both ferue to verific the Apoſtles 
ſaying,1.Tim.6.10. That the deſire of money ts the roote 
of al enill, of all euill both of f5nne and pun;ſhment ; as 
alio torterrifie our dead hearts, and make them awake 
to f:ike heed and beware of couctouſnefſe. 

The third thing followeth. The remedies and pre- 
feruattues. What are we the better to know our dif- 
caſe and the danger thereof, vnleſle we know the 
reinedies withall > The remedies therefore are 
thei. 

1. That which we finde, 1.Ioh.5.4. Thi © the wi- 
Tory that oucrcometh the world, euen our faith. Faith 0- 
uercommeth not only rie fearc of the world in threat- 
ning.,butthe loue ofthe world in entifing. The 1oore 
of this roote of all cuill is commonly difthd.nce and 


dittruſt in Gods all-ſufthcienr prouidence. This ma- 
F keth 
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keth men ſo greedily and eagerly provide for them- 
ſclues, bccaule diſtruſtfully they imagine that th 
are |:{t to rhe wide world; ſhittleſſe and fuherleſſe 
children. $9 much implieth our Saviours ſpeech, 
verte 28. ct this Chapter : How much more will he 
cloath yo4,0 ye of little faith. Our great cares come 
from our /ztrle faith. Greater faith would Icſſen our 
cares. This remedcice Paul tcachcth Twmothre,r. Tim. 
6.11.0 man of God flie theſe thizgs, namely thoſe foo- 
li and noyſome luſts which drowne men in ceſtru- 
tion and pcrdition, riſing from the loue of money. 
But how may we fly them? Follow after righteoul- 
neſſc,godlineſſe, faith. The ſoule in which this grace 
hath rcſidence,, ſhall finde it an heaucnly amulet or 
plague-cake ro defend it from the poyſon of this 
{i5nc.For faith not onely paer:firs the heart , and fo 
purgeth our this droſſe , bur it allo ſatssficrh rheheare. 
by making God its portion, whereby the infinite de- 
fice of the ſoule is filled, which nothing can ſatisfic 
bur the fruition of the infinite God. He alone chart 
flleth heauen and carth and all things therein, he 
alone can fill the boundlefle defies ofthe ſoul-. One- 
Iv faith maketh him ours. And tie ſoule having made 
God hets by faith, the ceafſcrh to fceke ſatistation 
{:om the temporall and finite creatures, Taith is a 
c{ymical} grace. As couctoultclſe is an carthly Al. 
chymiſt that turncti1 gold 1oto Cog, ſo is faitha di- 
\ .-.-- tine Chymickethat turner Goz into gold, ſiluer, and 
notes ict i Whatcuer the heart wanteth and defirerh, Icb. 22. 25. 
mum auram 24.25. If thoureturne to the Almighiie, then ſhalt thoy 
EEE lay wp geld as duſt,and the gold of Orhir as the ſtones of 
v1, S:c lun, Phe breotes , yea the Almighty [hall be thy choyce gold 
t Aith 
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and ſilver, 4nd frenath wnto thee. Would we haue 
our hilof coldand filuer, ſo as we would haue our 
thirſt ouenched let vs "make God our portion by 
faith. Hethatby faith hat!1 made God his gold, ſh) 
never through concrouſnefie n ace gola his god. Te 
porallt 119gs canno more fill the heart, then  ſpiritu il 
tningsa cheſt, The world canno more fill the heart, #545 exc. 

Ca eſt, cox 

then acircle cana ſquare, God alone is he that can qualratum *2. 
fatisfie the ſoule,, on whom the foule hauing layed clus 4 -46r4 
hold, it then holds it felte we!! apaid, and hen, and * =, 
neuer till then ſtags with Dad, Plal, 16. 5.6. Th 
Lora is the RE lng of mine io boritai ce The lin: 
are {.ullzn to nin pleaſant places, yes 1 haute a 70: !y hee 
= 
2. Sobrictic and temperance, ſub-r sfeftions it; 
th: vic of theſe earthly things. For tho'19h coucrotif- 
nes and prod-galitie be two extremes, yet oitentimes 
couctoullefſe is but ſubordinate to prodigaliticz and 
mens procigall and intemperate courtes , makes them 
COU: toutly [rape that together which may be fer- 
uiceable to their luſts. May hane braue, or baſe 
m1 Gs rather,they muſt Aaunt, and cut it out 1n ap- 
parci], furniture, houthold, attendance. P:1Je muit 
have this thing, and delicacie mult haue that; pleaſure 
cals tor this, and lutt for that. Which inordinacics of 
thcirs being coftilier rhc:1rheir owne eſtates canine, 
thn couctoulncſſe inſtructs them to lay the burden 
vpon others. Theſe intemperate aft. Etions crving 
lice hotle leeches Gus, 7:ue, they teach couctoutneſſe 
tO Cite Tate, fake ; and. lo by imuſtice, cx:&ton and 
oppicti;n, do ſceke maintenance and exhibition for 


their price and luxi: ury out of other 1;ens nn, ind 
F 2 Was 
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other mens maintenance which is for their bare ne- 
ceſſitics , muſt be raucned vp ro ſerve their inordinate 
and hciliſ:; volupruoutnefſe. Hence comes it that the 
poore Lenant is racked to maintaine the Landlords 
dogs,hawkes,and coaches; the poore Tenants backe 
ſtripped, that their Cead walls may be richly clothed, 
the pootc Tenant can ſcarce go in good rufſert on 
hig!: daycs, becauſcthe Landlord , liketherich glut- 
ron,muſt tare deliciouſly, and go in purple euery day. 
Moicration breeds contentation : contentation pre- 
frues from couctouſneſſe. He that is content with 
113 owne,willncuer put forth his hand to wrong ano- 
tier, 

3- Set bounds and a ſtint to thine eſtate, and 
lcarne to know when thou haſt eyough. Couctouſneſle 
isa defire of more then exough. Theretore do men 
iiill deftre more, becauſe they thinke they hauc not 
vet ezour!. He that would be relicued againſt couc- 
rouſncfle, muſt firſt ſecke to ſtint his deſires; a man 
ſhall never ſtint his deſires, till his eſtare be ſtinred, 
Mens cſtates are not ſo much increaſed by their de- 
ſires,as their deſires are made endleflſc by their eſtates 
boundlcile. If E/au bad bene as honeſt in other things 
as in this, he ſhould neucr haue deferucd the brand of 
a profane perſon. As profane as he was, I could with this 
Icfl.n were learned of him. As profane as he was, he 
was an honeſter man in this, then thouſands thai now 
liuc, Will yc heare how like 2n honeſt man he #1 .cakes? 
Gen.z3-9.1 hinecnougi my vrother , keepe that which 
thou hajt to thy ſelfe. Behold how farre he 1s beyond 
the honeſtic of the 77277105 and cormorants of our 
times, thatneuer knowing witu wey have enough, 
arC 
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1c ent fixing their kiteeclawes and their gryphons 
talants vpon taetrpoore brother 74cobs goods, Foure 
things are ſpecified, Pro. 30.15.16, that never ſay, 12 
e679) ; to which we may adde a fitt, namely a couc- 
rons hearr, that krowerh no ſtint of its owne deſires 
and et/euours. The way topreuent this immodera- 
tion,is tolve when we are wei), when we have enough, 
A point b-iag dererminable, why make not men con- 
ſciencc ro determine it? God forbids the King, Deut, 
17.16.17. !9 nultiply horſes to himſelfe , and greatly ;0 
maitip!; n:5 /1/uer and gold ; and yet who hath greate; 
vies of , 4d fairer pretences for theſe things then 
Priaces hauc? It a King may not multiply adoue tha? 
which is enough for a King , what prerogatiue hauc 
infertour fubiects ro haue eſtares boundlcfle 5 We 
can ſay of others, They hauc enough, itthey can ſee. 
If we can ſee when others haue enough, why do we 
oucriooke our owne eſtates? This 1s an ex! cone- 
2ouſne//e, when men are cuer lading themſelues with 
tiickeclay, and hai neither the hearts nor the grace 
toſer downe an 7:u/aveto anſwer Gods Quouſque, 
Hab.2.6. an H:thertoty Gods How long. For this ve- 
ry ſfinne were the Icwes threatned,Iſa.2.6.7. Therefore 
thou haſt forſaken thy people, ec. becauſe their land « 
full of ſiluer and gold, neither is there any end of their 
treaſures any end of the:r chariots. Enough, we lay, 1s 
as good asa ferſt, And what ſhouli a man do fea- 
ſting or feeding when his belly is tull? The purſe muſt 
know a meaſure as well as the belly. And then it will 
be as cafie to fill mens eyes as their bellies. Nor that 
men having enough , ſhould giue vp their honeſt cal- 


livgs, andreceiucin no more; but hauing enough, 
F 3 ſhowd 
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theuld lay vp no more, butmake the oucrfloate of 
their cup ſeruiccable ra the maintenance of Gocs 
wot:thip, and ihe relicte cthis poore Saints. Take this 
courſe, and be couctous if thou canlt, 72 your commu” - 
 ſuttonvewithent courtruſrefſe, Heb. 13.5. VV hat NCIPE 
INay w cave hereunto ? aud be content with things 
preſent. Contentationpreſerueti from couctc uſbetle. 
Then, and nceucrtillthen, will a mans heart be con- 
treated, when he hath cnough , and knoweth he hath. 
caough, and 1s reſolucd. not to £0 further then c- 
F ovgh. 
4. Free thy Rife from a falſe opinion of riches. 
hz: conceit which men have of riches, is talle. They 
Amin,” komiois thinke richeslieth in Hang mui They arc OG, 
appelion oter, Cod is called Rich in Scripture, not for m0%e) , but 
quamuis ils fie FO 72er cre not for haurneg goods, bur for as 7:04, 
Ficaa, domt: Rom.1o0-12. He that is thee oucr ail, is rich Cots all 
--<04-Wni that callupos him. herein is God rich? Not in be- 
putabo.(\cer. INg Lord oner all, but in dv/r7 good Into all that call 
Parad.6s. yponhim. So that] would not forbil men to be co- 
uctous of riches , ſorthey would be cov:rous of true 
and dursbleriches. Covuet true riches , and | {Pare nor. 
Cover ta be R:c9 in God, Rich in faith, Rich in good 
workes, The more couetous of theſe riciics the happter 
is thy ſoule. This was the ftooles crror next my text, 
tat conceiued riches to be all in Hauing, and not 
in Doing good. Therefore it is added in the cloſure of 
that parable, So is cuery one that gatheretia riches to 
himſelte, and is notrichin God. $o, that is, as very 2 
foole as was he. 
5. Climbe vpmount Nebo, and from thencerake 
avicw of Canaan, and line ilk and loue thalt chou 
haue 
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haue to the wilderneſſe of the world. Get a piercing AR ys +.) 
eye, in meditation to fee the inuifible God , the glo- 4s Jaf®. \ 
ric and beantic of heaven ; and therewithall ſhall we/ : ip af 
fiad our aft-ionsſo inflanied , that they (hall caſily 6 Geol ver i of 
{lacke andcoole in regard of earthly things. Oh ſhameS%iu þ ce. s' 
that we that ptofeſſe the hope of an inheritance with / (iv lg, 
the Saintz in light, ſhou!d laviſh our ſo muchof our br | 
precious time, of ourprecious lite, and the ſtrength 
of our afteions,in the ſo eager purſuite of the traſh 
ot the earth, View well that heaucnly Icruſalem on 
high, that Cze which is of pure gold, Apoc. 21.18, 
whoſe ſfrecte # alſopure gold, verſe 21. and in compa- 
rifon of that Citic, thou ſhalt ſay ofall cartlily felici- 
ties as 777ram laid of the cities which Sa/omon gaue 
him, 1 King. 9.13. Theypleaſed him n0t : and he [aid, 
what cities are theſe which thou haſt giuew me , my bro- 
ther ? And hecalled them, viz. inindignation, the land 
of Cabul wnto this day, thatis,a diruc, a miric land. 

Heauen is our land of Canaan; fixe we our eye and 
heart thereon, and the carth wzl/ xot pleaſe vs, it will !@&* 9.9.17 } 
be a very Jand of Cabal, a dirtic,drofſie land in our eye, ,.. 5's | 

h fond thing for vs that hope for the milke and ho- 

ncy of Canaan, to long and Juſt aſter the ſtinking 
gar'icke andonions of Agypt. Oh fond thing for vs 
thar hope for acrowne and kingdome , thus ro abaſe 
our ſelues to lie raking in the kennels of the carth, 

Thus if men would but ſeriouſly meditate, and worke 

v2 their thoughts and hearts tro rhe louc of the trea- 

jurcs of heauen,it would loone breed m them an ho- 

ſy ncgle&t, if not acontempt of this preſent world. 

'Fhis remedy our Sauiour teacheth, Matth. 6.19,20, . .j;,, « 

. » 21. Lay not wp treaſures for your [elues on eartn, ce * 

EF 4 as 
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No neem aiiltehw laid, Tateheed and beware of couetouſnc/jcs 
Es andtnenſollowes, But lay wp freaſures for your [cluc. 
no dg & envc2y7y; andrhen, where our treaſurenu, there wil 
quodan corg* ,,-/ezrt be, Our Head is in heaucn , what do our 
Kiacre diuitias | ; | 
fis equi. /£ carts onearthtnen? Ler Head and heart be toge- 
figureeetefian ther, The ſameremedy Pay! teacheth Timothy among 
2: Bw many others,1. T1m.6.11.12. O man of God flie 1c 
num prac dat [mes namely the couctous dcfires of the world, 
co: cnn. aus By how ſhall that bedone? Lay bold of eternal lifc. 
- a8 © The faſter hoid we rake of the world ro come, the 
{zwus, fequriur JoOfer hold (hall we have of this world, and the lcfle 
ES hocthong hold thallchis world have of vs. For this makes men 
2:quid ooſt's. hold ſofaſton, and in this life , becauſe they haue fo 
-fax.ſorm.de 4-ſſacke an hold oi the like to come, This made © Abra- 
pie? ham dwelm tents in the land oi promiſe, not raiſin2 
cities or making great buildings , #ecaule he looked for 
a Citie hauing a foundation w oſe bu lder and maker 
w.:s God, Heb.11.9.10. And thus Danid ſecmerh to 
weane his heart from the loue of the carth, Pal. 17. 
14.15: hauing before {pokenoofthe men of this world 
who haue their portion in this lite , he ſubioynes, 
1 will behold thy face in righteouſneſſe, and when 1 - 
wake 1 ſhall he [atutied with thine image. As if he had 
faid, Incit! er envi: nor deſire their happineſſe, my 
teeth watcrnota ter their delicates, I long alone after 
that ſweet ſarictie which 1 ſhall have in the ſocictie of 
the glorious Triniwue at the day of wy bleſſed refur- 
rection. And ſo much for the remeazes; and fo imuch 
tor the obzed? of the caution, | 
2. Third pvint remaines. The Perſons warncd to 
beware. Azad he ſaid unto them, Vnto them? Vnto 
whom? Sec the firlt verle of the Chapter, There was 
| 4% 
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anunumerablemultitude of people, in{o wuch that they 
trede one 2ponexether. And he ſaid vntothemyeuen to 
this whole and huge mulricude, to them all, one and a- 
nother, Take ye beed and beware. 

Couctouſneſle is an Epidcmicall diſeaſe, an vni-_ 
uerſall plague from which no fort is free. He ſaid to 
them, cuento them all. Icr.6.13. For from the leaſt of 
them , euen to the greateſt of them eucry one « ginen to 
— There is no lot or condition of per- 
ſons free from this peſtilence. Some finnes are parti- 
cular to ſome callings, as to the Miniſtery, to the Ma- 
giltracy alone; ſome peculiar ro ſome conditions, as 
ro therich or to the poore alone: but this poyſon in- 
fedtcth all ages, callings, conditions, ſexes, perſons. 

Thereforenow Chriſt ſpeakes not as verſe I. to hic di/- 
ciples , bur preaching againſt couctouſneſie he ſpea- 
keth to them all,He [4id vnto them, Take heed and be- 
ware. I concciue our Sauiovurs auditory to be much 
of the nature of this preſent aflembly z and I conceive 
ethis preſent aſſembly to bea mixt company of all 
ſorts and conditions : and therefore as Chriſt [aid to 
them, ſo lſaytoyou, eucn to all, and cuery of you, 
Take heede and bewars.of couctouſne([e. Burt becauſe 
bearers commonly are like ouer baſhfull gueſts, that 
cither faſt, or feed not ſoliberally as they ſhould, for 

wantofa caruer, giue me leaue therefore to take this 

office vpon me, and tolay vpon every mans trencher 
what may beſt ſuite, though not with bis tooth , yet 
with his neceſſitie, 

1. Andficſt, according to the rule of well orderec' 
charity, to begin athome andas our Sauiour begar 
his Sermon inthis Chapter, He began to ſay io bis _ 
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ples firſt of all; and25 the Propher in taxing this ſinne, 
{er.6.13- to begiv Mith the Prieft and the Prophet , lex 
me aduiſe you ofthe tribe of Lexe, who are to reach 
others the contempr of the world,to take heed of the 
loue of the world your ſelves. Aboucall men take you 

heed, and beware yon of couetouſneſle, Ir is an irre- 
oularitic , and an offence againſt Saint Pauls and 
Saint Peters Canons. 1. Tim.3.3. Not gizen to filthy lu- 
cre, not couttous , and1.Pet. 5.2, Not caring for the 
flocke for filthy lucre,bur of a ready minde. Ye are the 
lighrand the eyes of the world: If our light proue 
darkneſſe,how great will that darkneſſe be? This finne 
will put outour eye , and eclipfe our light. Zach.rr. 
17. The fooliſh ſheepheards right cye is threatened 
to be darkened. This isone (inne that will bring that 
plague vpon vs. This is abeſotting, blinding , and in- 
fatuating ſinne. Iſay 56.11. Theſe greedy dogs can ne- 
wer haue enough , and theſe ſheepheards cannot wnacr- 
land, for they at looke totheir ovone way ,cuery one for bis 
aduantage, and for his ewne purpoſe.In the verſe before 
he had complained that they were dumbe 4175, that 
they could not barke. What madethem Sk aves ? 
They were greedy dogs, that could never haue e- 
nough. Dogs that are cuer feeding and gnawing 
their bones, haue neither liſt nor leiſure to be bar- 
king, and keeping the houſe. What was the reaſon 
theſe ſheepheards could not vnderſtand « They all 
looked after their owne way , and for their owne ad- 
uantage. Ye cannot ſerue God and AMarmon. They are 
two contrary Cures fo infinirely diſtant each from o- 
cher,” as no court of Faculties can giue a'diſpenſation 
zo ſerue both, We cannot be Gods Miniſters, and 

: Mam- 
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Mammoens chaplaines. I will vc no other argumcnt to 
vrge this caution vpon you, then that of Paw/to Timo- 
ehie,r.Tim. 6.11. O hou man of God flic theſe things 
Which very phraſe ſeemeth to haue a ſirong aſgu- 
ment couched vnder ir,inthat he calleth him the was 

of God, Why faith he not as at other times, 5 Trme- 

theres, but 6 thou m1: o/ God, bur that his calling might 


bea monitour to him to make him wary and heed. 
full} We find mention, Pfal. 17.14. of the wwe of this 
worid, and Luk.12.30. ofthepeople of this world. Now 
thisphraſe, Thou mar of God, me thinkes it ſtanderh 
in oppoſition vnto thoſe. As if he ſhould haue ſaid, 
Thou artnot a max of the world, but a man of God, and 
ſeekeſt thou oreat things for thy ſelfe? Seeke them not, 
ler .45. 5.0 man of God flie theſe things, for efter al 
theſe things ſeeke the people of the world. Luk. 12. 30. 
It becometh not the »#e# of God to be men of the wor /d. 
Indeed,I confeſle,the wer of che wor/d hauc putanE. 
gyprtian tricke vpon the mew of God ; haue taken away, 
I would butthe ſtraw alone, and yer ſtill call for the 
full cale of bricke both in preaching and hoſpitalitic: 
and hauing by their facriledge made the Miniſteric 
bare and penurious, and forced many to ſuch ſhifts 
for their liuclihood as carry an appearance of this 
finne, then they cric vs downe tobe inhoſpirall, illi- 
berall, aovd couctous. Buryet forall this I could wiſh 
chat the »xex of God, by ioyning not houſe to houſe, 
but pariſh to pariſh, d1d not giue the en of rhe world 
roo iuft cauſe to clamour againſt them for their co- 
vetouſneſſe. Pluralitics, multitudes of Cures, multt- 
plicicy of Benefices,: Abſence from our flockes for our 


awne ends and aduantages, Citic Lectures with the 
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nepleR of countrey charges , all cheſe haue a ſhrewd 
(uſpitious appearance of this cuill, and maketh the 
men of the world ſpeake broadly, and ſay thatnone are 
more couetous then clergie men. Wherefore 6 ye 
men of God fic theſe things, Take heed and beware of co- 
wetouſye//e. 

2. Ye honorable and reverend Magiſtrates and 
Tudges, who are not onely men of God, but vypon 
whom God hathput his owne name, / haxc ſaid ye are 
Gods Plal. 82. take ye heed alſo and beware of coue- 
rouſnefle. So Jethro would haue 4foſes his Iudges to 
be qualified, Exod.18.2t. Mer fearing God, dealing 
truly , hating couctouſneſſe. Theſe are well ioyncd to- 
gether, forit is not poſlible they ſhould dexle rrulyin 
the place of juſtice, that do not hate conetouſrieſſe. I 
neither do nor can accuſe any of our reuerend Judges 
as guilty ofthis finne, or any ſuch as commonly ar- 
tend it whenitſetteth foote into the wudgement ſeate, 
ſuch as are iniuſtice, bribery, corruption, raiſing fa- 
norites vpon the xuincs.of honeſt cauſes and men, 
&c. But onely as one this day in Gods roome,I am 
boldto beſcech and aduice your wiſedomes to rake 
heed and beware thereof. And that fo mnch the ra. 
ther, becauſcthis finne will make you ſuch as I dare 
notname. Butrhe Prophet Jay dares, and doth, 1/ay 
1.23. Thy Princes are companions of theeues. Why ſo? 
Not for taking of purſes on the high way , but for ta- 
king bribes in theic chambers : For eucry one loweth 
_ and followeth after rewards; they indge not the 
fatherleſſe, neither doth the widowes ca. fe come before 
them. That is true of the iudgement ſeate,, which _Av- 
guftineſpeaketh of kingdomes, that magna reena fine 

ruſtitra, 
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Juſtitia , are but magnalatrociria. This finne will turne 
Gaild-hall into a Shooters bill and weſtminfter-hall into 
a Sari(bury plaine. Her rulers loneto ſay with ſhame, 
Grue ye, Hol.4.18. And what difference betwecne 
one ye, anddeliver ye? Indeed giueze ivnot ſo dange- 
rous by the law as delruer ye; and 7/4e ze goeth oft in 
chaines of gold, while detaxer ye lycthin ferters of 
iron: but in the court of conſcience, and before Gods 
tribunal! , there is no difference berweene tbecuery 
and bribery, Forthe fame. commandement that for. 
biddeth thecuery forbiddeth bribery , yca and forbid- 
derh it vnderthename ofrhecuery. That word Ho. 
4.-18.tranſlated rulers, Inniws andthe margent of our 
new Tranſlation reade ſb:elds. Such indeed ſhould ' 
men be that arc in place of iuſtices they ſhould be 

/pieldsto ſheleer and defend cheir poore brethren in 
chetr right and innocency.. Bur if once theſe ſbizla's 
ſhall loue and deſire to be gilt, theſe foields will be 
ruracd into ſpoiling ſwords. God ſhield you there- 
fore ye reuerend Iudges from couctouſneſle. walke 572 


. ##ſtice, ſpeake righteous things, refuſe the gaine of op- 1s; x1, 


preſſion, ſhake your hands from taking of erfts , ſhake 
rhem as Paul ſhooke off the viper, rhinke them no 
teſſe dangerous, let them do no more hurt then the 
viper did him , fop your eares, and ſhut your eyes from 
feeing enill, There bethree fannes in Scripture which 
are called peccate ingemtis, huge or mighty fins. You 
ſhall find them all three , Amos 5.12. andthe 
middlemoſt of them is, They take a bribe; And well is 
it placed betweene the other two, as that which in- 
deed giuethlifero both the other. For why do they 


oflift or oppreſſe rhe iuſt? They take a bribe. And 
| G 3 what 
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what miſchiefe followerh-vpon it > They ture a/iac 
the poore in the gate from their right. 1ake heede of 
this ſinne as of a wzghty /inne, yea as of a burning 
{inane thar will conſume all, for fire /51/ll conſune the tas 
bernacles of bribery, Tob 15.34. Let therefore neiticr 

aincs norrewards be theremors tothe (ſhip of iuſtice, 

ct itfaile ſpecdily.; Carret lex, ctiuſtice have aquicke 
courſe. /ethro was not pleaſed to fee cauſes bang from 
morning to cucning, it would hauc grudged him farre 
more. to haue ſcene them! hang from yeare to yearc: 
worſt of all it would have angred him to haue ſeene 
cauſes vied as vnconſcionable Chyrurgions vſe (ore 
legs, holdthem long in hand, not for the difficulty of, 
bur forthe gaine by the care. Oh that your wiſcdomes 
would thinke of ſome. coutle no leile for frede then 
integrity in ivſtice , thatagoodcauſc might notbe ti- 
red and wearied our with long ſtite, and thata mans 

ightrecovered by: /aw mighit not be as coſtly as what 
is bought by parchaſe. 

3- Itwill notbe an vnſeaſonable caucat to all infe- 
riour Lawyers, to aduife them alſo to beware and 
take heede of couerouſneſic. I may ſpeake to you as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh to the Cormmihiens with a little 
change of his words.1. Cor. 6.7. 8.9.10. Now there 
i uiterly a fault amongſt yen, cuen amongſt you Law. 
ycrs,not becauſe ye go io law one with another , but be- 
cauſc manyof you out of acovetous defire of gaine, 
do encourage menthat baue bad caules co goto law 
with others hy rather ſuffer ye not wrong? why rather 
ſuftaine ye wet the loſſe of alirele diſhoneſt gaine ? Nay 
ye your ſelues do wrong, and doharme, and that to your 
brethren, whileſt out of aſquint reſpe eo your owne 

| | gaine, 
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gaine , youſticke net to pleade ſuch cauſcs as you 
know to be weake and vniuſt. Kzow ye 'm0t that the 
wnrivhteou ſhall not inherite the kingdome of God? Be net 
decerned. Neither couetous wor extortioners foall inherite 
the kinsdome of God. The Apoltle addes, And ſuch were 
ſome of you. I would I mighrnor ſpeake in the preſent 
renſe.,and ſay, And ſuchare ſomeof you. I ſpeake not 
this as if I came hither to maintaine afoolith faction 
berweene Colledpes and Innes of Court, God forbid 
that we ſhould ſtand ypon this holy ground with ſuch 
filthy ſhooes ; butl ſpeake it out ofa defire of the 
peace of your owne hearts : to the which 1 darercferre 
my ſelfe, and make them the iudges , whether yebe 
euilrie of this ſinne,yea or no. | 

For while with Ab/alom ye ſay to every man, bis 
cauſe is good.2. Sam.1y. 3. Ser, thy matters (laith he) 
are co0d and righteous; and this, faith the text, be dral ro 
exery man , and ſo ſtole away the heatts ofthe people; 
whileſt, I fay, with Ab/a/ors ye. tell enery man, bis 
cauſe is good ; andſo fteale away , notthe hearts , for 
them yeloſe atlaſt,burthe goods of the people, are ye 
not couetous? | Os 

Whileſt with Terrulke for your ces, you care not 

ro pleadeapainſt Paul, againſt an honeſt mans honeſt Clicores tiv, 

cauſe, are yenot coucrous?::/'! 5 1 -- 2 0mnes velues 


. 


Whileſt with themen of _AGiezar, Tudg.6, yewill 7 mmh2t | 
pleade for Bal, will for your gaines pleade in pub- for, 1d haus 
licke Courrs of Tuſtice for baſe debauched adulte- Fitment 
rous drunkards , preſented and indicted for' their rite 6 x 
10torions irregularities, andpleadefor their honeſlie cxtun | 


ro0; I will aot ſay;;:Are yeyour felues honeſt> bur T ij 
dare ſay, Are ye not groſly couerous ? Oh rake heede Þ!auryn Mone: 
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of this couctoulneſſe; and aboue all fees aud incomes 
in the world,tender your peace with God. In whoſe 
nameand feare, I beſecch you to make a conſcience 
of pleadingeuery cauſe. V hen an ill cauſe cometh 
to youfor counſell, ſay thatof it plainly , which the 
buyer of his commoditie ſpeaketh diſſemblingly, 
Prou.20.14-/t # naught, it i naught. Itis notſo great 
a finne for a chapman to ſay ofa good commuodiie, 
kt i naught, tt i naught, as fora Lawyer to lay of a 
naughrtie cauſc,/f i good, it i5 god. Make a conſcience 
of pleading againſt agood cauſe. Let not couctouſ- 
nefſe make your wits, skill, learning and tongues, in- 
firumemall to iniuſtice. Neither be Tertu/lſis ro 
pleade againſt Paul, nor _Abiexrites to pleade for Baal. 
Will yepleade for Bas/? Let Baaland Bela! pleade for 
themſclues. How thinke ye to haue the Lord eſus for 
your Aduocate, thar dare be pleading aduocates for 
Baal and Bekiah>Therefore all Lawyers, Take heed and 
beware of courtouſweſſe. 

4. Icommendrthis cauecat to all Church-patrons: 
Take ye heede alſo and beware of couctouſneſſe, 
Whar is the reaſon that our Church groancs vn- 
der the heauic burden of ſo many inſufficient Mini- 
ſers? Nothingmorethenche coxctenſneſſe of Church- 
patrons , Who while theylooke more atihegifts and 
gratuitics in the hand , then gifts and graces of the 
hearr , ſtickenotto bring iato Gods Sauttuary thoſe 
for Leuites to denide the word, who in good truth, 
m_ theirdue , arc notworthy the placeof Gr- 

ites, rockauec and 4ixide wood and draw water, 
vnfit for the meaneſt ſeruice of the Sanctuary. Me 
thinks 7#d«s his hakcerſhonld make you afraid of 1«- 
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#45 his queſtian , Qaid aabits? Whatwill ye giue ? 
God gave him an halter. Take heed l:ft while y ou 
aske the ſamequeſtion,Gad do not giue you the ſame 
anſwer. tor certaivly this ſinne wakes you as very 
theeues as cucr was Judas : and what can a tliccte 
looke for,but the baltcr ? You are euery whit as bad 
as 1udgs.He ſold the Head , youlell the members ; ke 
the ſhepheard, you the ſheepe; and the ſame ſinne 
chat ſet him, ſers you on worke too, the ſ{inne of co- 
uctouſnefſc. As badas 1audas? Nay in ſome reſpect 
yeareworſethenhe. Notthat Iam of that hereticall 


opinion of the old Carnes, of whom CHuguftize ma: | j, 1. racer 
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keth mentian, wha held that jud.zs betrayed Chriſt ad quodyultd. 


out of agood andan honeſt mind, as forcſceing that 
infinite good which his paſſion and death ſhould bring 
ro mankind. No, I know he was a murtherer and a 
thecfe ; and yer I ſay, that you are worſe then hc, He 
fold but the Lode. but you fell ſoules, and fo make 
Four ſclues guilty of the ſinne of that execrable filth of 
Babylon , whoſe merchandize (Apoc. 18.13. ) is not 
onely pearles, linnen, ſcarler, &c. but alla the ſoules of 
2x. 1«d45 by his barter made but the potters ficld, 
you by yours make Chriſts field, Chriſts Church, an 
ofcldarra, a field of bloud, while for your wicked pe- 
cuniary reſpects,in ſtead of Lirking dogs to keepe , you 
put in raucying wolues and ({cepie greedy dogs to kill 
Chriſts ſheepe. Now as you tcareto haye your hands 
beſmearcd with the gore of ſoules , andas you dread 
chat heauiec account which muſt be giuen for ſoule- 
bloud,ſo al Church-patrons zake heed and beware of 
conctouſneſſe. 
5- Me thinkes, intheuextplace, whilcſt this {inane 
H 15 
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i ths complained of, I ſhould heare Land lords, and 
menthatliuein Offices, ſayingro me as the Publi- 

cans to 70s, Lake 3.12.What ſhail we do? If couctoul- 

n=: be thus foule a (tine, how then, and what then 

ſhall wedo? To whom & give the ſame anſwer that 

Johy did tothe Publicans and the fouldiers both , Ex- 

a 7 no more then t 19501xnted to you, and Do no min vis. 

lence. hz content with your wages, Take heede and be- 

ware ot couccoutneſſe, Take heede of exxCtion, Take 

heed of oppreſiion, Take heed of racking your rents, 

Take heelde of tcatring your poore Tengnts. Grinde 

n2t the faces oithe poore; vncloathe not their loines 

to clothe your dead walls. Many Landlords are like 

Darius, Dan. 6.16. he prayes God to helpe Datel, 

but in the meane time ſend; hin to the Lions den: 

ſo many oppreſſing Lndlocds, they cric, God helpe, 

butinrthe meaneum? play che Lions. God hath ſworn 

by his Holineff: , thathe will zate away [ch oDDreTors 

wh thorn?s, and rhew poteritie with fiſh hrokes, Amos 
4.2. Gol will ferue them as Grdeon ſerued rhe men of 
Succoth,ludg.8.16. whom he did reare with the bri- 
ers and thornes of the wilderneſſe. Ir 15 bur inſtice 

EC that their fleſh ſhould be rorne off with briers, wao 
(rn eft ico. WEre comes and briers ro teare off che fleſh of o- 
canoa luHi:e- thers. Ye findearica man immediatly after my text, 
i ny oc _ Whomthe Lord calleth Fozle : Foole this nizht ſhail 
[Parcontian hy ſoule be taken fron thee, Wherein lay this mans 
/ miſer.n2 folly? In thathe too? care not to lay our for gool v- 
qyw3"% 4; burto lay vp for valuations ves, thit farplufſage 
QI"; quo] pius ho FE Sa "Ty D by 
patumerat, led Of eſtate winch Go1 hid giuzen him. Now marke 
. ky * waat AZ s/tia2 infecroth heceupon : It he be a foole 
rw de beccas Whica layes bur vp his owae goods, Yes inuenite ef 
BOBCH 
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70men qui tollit aliena.finde you out a fit name for [:im 
thatrakes away anori:cr mans. What name then may 
we find out ? Saiomzrtirs them with aname, Fcclel; 
4.13 ./iZeren hos ee ills beftizs ; lo Innins; not fools, 
burbeats, And what beaſts may they be? Kine of Ba- 
ſpar, Amos 4.1. thats with the caſte, Therefore Ze- 
phanie and Nez malcthetmwo/ure, earning wolnes, 
Liens, 1.7515 whelves, roaring and ramping Lions, 
Zeph.3.3. Nall.2.11-12. caſtsthcy are,beaſts of prey, 
that line-exr4pro. Not onely &/ze of Baſhan,that by op- 
preſiion trample vuder foot, but deucuring wolues, 
not oncly tra;>lins but tearing beaſts, How fairely 
wererhis Nandbleſt, itit were as clearc rid of theſe 
25 tis of others wolues? How happie were itif theſe 
Cannibals were ainonegſt the ſauage Invians> How 
well, iftheſe men-eating bealts might be vicd as was 
Nebuchadnez ar, turned togralle?Dan.q.z0. He ws Voluor nunc 
|  - compa! ccre 
drizen from men, and aid eate erafſe as theoxey2, at 
6. I may notherelet paſſe ſuch asare guiltic of ſa- miſers Lazaro, 
criledge, impropriators of Church linings , _—_— png _ 
with cloſe and cunning defrauders of the Miniſterie, jonem ani 
Take ye heed and beware cf courtouſneſſe. There is no- opes ſuar.De- 
thing (0 ſacred and inu.olable which this Harpy da- ge puns 
reth not ſeize vpon. The patrimony of the Church is &ciuirates, ac 
exhauſted, and they that haue enough otherwiſe will pigs ſplendi» 
: Y _- __ c,ac laute ha. 
not let eo their Church linings. They wioſe forefa- ,ulunr cos. 
thers fed and fatted therich gluttons of Rome, thinke Nunc cum it 
10w the crums that fall vncer their tables roo much TAOIS 
for the poore Ls24rws of the Golpell. They mult goeent, vis mis 
needs haue this one feather in their peacockes taile. <7 ah0qur pe- 
How ſhouldrhey mainraine that port and pompe in pan He 22s 
cable, appaccll, ele and prodigall expences, this bOr- is G:n at, 
Hl 2 rowed 
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rowed, whatifT had ſaid this ſtolne feather, were re. 
paydrhe Church againe © Couectoufneſle pluck this 
tcather , and couctoulneſlc holdeth this feather, and 
relleth couctous Impropriators, that it is fitter that 
Gods Miniſters ſhould want maintenance , then thar 
their horſe hceles ſhould want litter. To all ſuch per- 
ſons may that be ſpoken innocently which the vnpro- 
firabie ſeruant to his maiſter ſpake wickedly : 1az/ter 
1 knew that thou wert an hard man, and reapedſt where 
thou forvedſt wot. Is not this the caſe of Impropria- 
tors? Are they not hard men that reape where they 
ſow nor? If weſow ſpiricuall things, what right , what 
reaſon hath Couectouſncſle to thruſt her ſickle into 
ourharueft, and to reape our temporal things? The 
worldis wondrous buſte about the diſquiſition ofthe 
renure of Tithes, by whatright they are duc,and ma- 
ny are cunninger inthis, theninthe maine funda- 
mentall articles of their religion ; buc neuertheleſle 
in the meane time there is a more neceſſaric Quc- 
72» forgotten, to wic, by what right Impropriators 
detaineChurcl: maintenance, Let that caſe þ care 
_uvaſſtyinrhe Covurc of conſcience, and if God ſhall 
there determine on their ſides, we haue done; much 
good doitthem. Iknow I do bur beate the ayre , bur 
yct Hracl muſt know his tranſgreſſions, and 7acob his 
iniquities, andcouetous ones heare of their impro- 
Priattons. 

There's alſo another ſortot facriledge in the cloſe 
purloyning and filching miniſteriall duces, which co- 
uotonfneſe hath raught falle fingers to vie, The Pha- 
ris arc taxed in the Gofpall for couctouſnefſe , and 
vet it were happy the world had but the Phariſes ho- 
neſty, 
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neſtic. Except your righteouſne/Je excecd the righteouſs 
»:/Je of the Scribes and Phariſces, yeſhail not exter 75.40 
ihekinrdome of God, Alas, how many thinke to goto 
1cauen, thar yet come farre ſhort of a Phhariſces righ 
ccouſneſic? Luke18.12. faith the Phariice, pay 1:2he 
1 1. Fat ever 170ſ/ejſe. Tnwhich ſpeech I ſhould hauc 
tcared] he had hed, had not our Sautour cliewherc 
acknowledged fo much of their preciſene{lt in ts. 
ting even vato mint and cummitn. ie couttouſneſtc 
ot the Phariſees was an honeit couetouſnciTe, vato the 
Church robbing and Churcii-pilling couctoulacic 
of our dayes. 

-. It were endlcſle to folluw couctouſneſſe into 
ceuery thop and protcihion: therefore lalt ot all, All, 
of all forts, one and another, high and low , rich aad 
poore, oldand yong, *.te heeae and beware o! conr- 
touſneſſe. iake heed otitin your mutuali dealings in 
buying and ſelling : abuſe no mans t1implicitie , abuſe 
no mans credulitie, take not the aduantage ot any 
mans neceſſitie, bur rememberthe ſpcech ot an hea- 
then, Gen.23.15. The /and 1s worth fowre hunared ſhe 
kels of /iluer. Take nomore for a commediie then zf 
is worth. \Wevle to lay in another cale,Caueat emptor, 
let the buyer beware; but here I ſay, canzit vendtor, 
let the {eller beware and rake heed of couctoulſneſle. 
Take heed of falle ballances, of a werehr,and a weight, 
Prou.20.10: of a weight for the hall, anda weight for 
the tall; ofa weight to ſell with, anda weight ro ſeale 
with ;ofa weight to ſell with, and a weight to buy 
with. Let 0 man go beyond his brother, 1. Theſl. 4. 6. 
with ſwearing, proteſting , and with termes of kind- 
neſle, for God u the 4uenger of all theſe thinzs, Eucry 
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crade 1s cal [ed awy/tery, It were to be withed that in 
eucry w3ſtery , there were not a myſtery of iniquitic 
found our and praQtiſed by the iniquitie- of couc- 
touſncſſe. It were a ſhame to ſend Chrittians to 
ſchoote to !carne honeſt dealing of Turkes , and yet 
tmey boaſt that weare a fourme beneath them for Ho- 
neſt and (quare dealing, I will rather ſend you to that 
rule of nature and cquitic, the doctrine of the Law 
and the Prophets, Math.7.12. wiatſoeucr ye wou:; 
that men ſoruld do wnto you, eucn ſoda ye tothem. Buy as 
ye would [c11, ſcllas ye would buy, and in all your 
dealings take heed and beware of couctouſuciſe. As 
you louc God, and would be lothto breake his holy 
cormmandements; and as you fcare God, and would 
bz loath to /ſ#fſer his heauie twagcments, te cuile of 
God vpon yonr boxes, the cuile of God vpon your 
gods, the curſe of God vpon the frutte of your lcuics, 
the curſe of his cuerlaſting vengeance vpon 
your ſoules, fo Take heed and beware 


of cenetouſneſſe. 
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